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ORGANIZATION AND SERVICE OF THE FRONTIER 
GUARDS. 


By CuHarues B. RicHarps. 


After the return of the expedition which went to the relief 
of the settlers and buried the dead at Spirit Lake, Governor 
Grimes sent me a commission as Commissary General, author- 
izing me to represent him in all matters pertaining to the pro- 
tection of the Northwestern frontier of Iowa. He also sent me 
five hundred muskets with ammunition to be distributed and 
used as I deemed best, and directed me to report to him. The 
muskets were stored in Fort Dodge, and I gave guns and am- 
munition to such settlers as desired them. After the massacre 
at Spirit Lake and Springfield in the spring of 1857, the only 
settlers left were at Algona in Kossuth county and the Irish 
colony in Palo Alto county. During the summer of 1857, 
Howe, Palmer, Wheelock, Rodney Smith and their friends, 
who had taken up claims before the massacre but had not 
moved in, with Prescott, a retired clergyman and his colony, 
and some others, settled on and about Spirit Lake and 
Okoboji. . 


The stories told of the massacre of the previous winter, the 
suffering and brutal treatment of women taken captive, made 
it almost impossible to keep any women in the country. Set- 
tlements were scattered and there were no troops to call. Fort 
Dodge, the nearest point where relief could be obtained, was 
ninety miles distant. Every rumor of an Indian seen in the 
country and the knowledge that the Little Sioux river and the 
lakes were a favorite hunting ground, frightened the settlers. 
At a meeting held at Spirit Lake, resolutions were adopted 
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authorizing a petition’ to be prepared and signed, asking the 
State to furnish for their protection a company of mounted 
men, and if such protection could not be obtained, to abandon 
for the winter the settlements of Dickinson, Emmet, Clay, 
Buena Vista and O’Brien counties. Jared Palmer brought 
this memorial to me at Fort Dodge and I accompanied him to 
Des Moines where the Legislature had just convened. We laid 
the matter before Governor Grimes, the then retiring Gover- 
nor, and Governor Lowe who was just inaugurated. The day 
after Governor Lowe was inaugurated he issued to me a com- 
mission as Commissary General and Acting Pay Master Gen- 
eral with rank of Colonel, which commission I still have, all 


1Spirit Lake, Jan. 9th, 1858. 


To the Hon. The General Assembly of the State of Iowa. 


The undersigned citizens residing in the vicinity of Spirit Lake would 
respectfully present for the consideration of your Honorable body the 
situation of the people on the frontiers in the northwestern part of the 
State. 


We are exposed to the attack of Indians under circumstances afford- 
ing little hope of relief. The settlements are sparse and widely scattered 
with but little communication with each other. A hostile invasion has 
already been made and depredations committed in the vicinity where 
the outrages were commenced last winter and with a result to encourage 
renewed attempts. At any hour this may be repeated in points utterly 
unprotected and but poorly supplied with means of defense. Some of the 
surrounding settlements have already been abandoned for the winter 
and all are much weakened in numbers by persons who have left. Many 
of the settlers remaining cannot leave without abandoning their all and 
cannot collect in sufficient numbers to withstand an attack, and depend- 
ing, as nearly all the remaining settlers do, upon their own exertions for 
sustenance must either endure great suffering or remain exposed to 
danger. If we apply to the general government, relief, if obtained, would 
be too late. Help for us to be efficient must be prompt. A small body 
of soldiers placed near the Little Sioux River in the vicinity of the state 
line would afford protection to all the settlements on the Little Sioux 
about Spirit Lake, and on the west fork of the Des Moines River and 
their vicinity. If those troops were mounted, the protection would be 
much more efficient. We would therefore respectfully pray that a law 
be passed authorizing volunteer troops, for the term of three months, 
to be stationed in the northwestern part of the state. Your petitioners 
also pray for such other means of protection as our circumstances demand, 


Orlando C. Howe George Rogers 
William P. Gaylord E. E. Longfellow 


Jareb Palmer 
Wm. D. Carsley 
Joseph Miller 
W. H. Packard 
Dan Calwell 
Ts. Rut 

Cc. L. Richardson 
Rosalie Kingman 
W. B. Brown 
Charles F. Hill 
Joseph M. Post 
George Detrick 
W. Lamont 
Lawrence Ferber 
Levi Daugherty 


James P. Peters 
FE. Thurston 
Thomas Minor 
Jas. D. Hawkins 
George S. Post 

R. N. Wheelock 
Wm. Donaldson 
Roderick A. Smith 


LADIES’ NAMES. 


Agnes J.(?) Kingman 
Malissa A, Peters (2), 
Mrs. M. W. Howe 
Elizabeth Thurston 
Mrs. H. Massey 
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ee papers connected with the matter having been lost by 
re”. 

C. C. Carpenter, afterwards Governor of Iowa, was the rep- 
resentative of all the counties interested. If I remember 
correctly there were nineteen counties in his district, every 
one of which I had visited with him during the canvass, be- 
fore the election of Governor Lowe. The Governor at once 
called the attention of the Legislature to the necessity of im- 
mediate action and a bill? was passed authorizing the Gover- 
nor to accept and put in service a company of mounted men 
to be known as the Frontier Guards*. A company organized 


2Axecutive Chambers, Iowa, 

Gen. Richards, Des Moines, Feb. 13th, 1858. 
The act providing for the protection of the Frontier is just published, 
a copy of which here enclosed. I do not wish the Company raised mustered 
into service unless there is a real necessity for it and then only the 
numbers necessary to effect the end proposed. I think 30 mounted men 
perhaps under the circumstances enough, but if in your judgment and that 
of Major Williams 40 had better be equipped, let it be done. Again, 
before the company is mustered into service you should have authentic 
and reliable evidence that the Frontier settlers are in danger of an attack 
from the Indians. The danger that seemed to exist a month or two ago 
may now be removed. Should there be reasonable doubt on this point I 
would like for you or Major Williams or some other trusty person to be 
sent out to ascertain if possible the real state of things, existing there. 
But you may have information sufficiently reliable to act at once. 
Should the danger be regarded as imminent—the company should be 
mustered into service as soon as they can get ready after the election 
of officers, without waiting for their commissions. As my commissary 
you will supply the arms and equipments contemplated by the-act. I 
apprehend you will be able to procure all that will be requisite in your 
place. Draw on me for the same. You will please keep me advised of 

whatever facts deemed important for me to know. 
Respectfully, 
(Signed) R. P. LOWE. 


I herewith return you your old commission as well as a new one 
ednstituting you a member of my staff, etc. 


3Chapter 10, Acts of the Seventh General Assembly, in substance, pro- 
vides that: 

The Governor, when he deems it necessary to protect the frontier, shall 
raise and equip a company of from thirty to one hundred mounted men, 
with a captain, first lieutenant, second lieutenant, surgeon, four sergeants 
and four corporals; the company to be raised near Spirit Lake, with J. 
Palmer, agent, who with the captain and lieutenants of the company are 
to be a board of survey for passing upon all horses tendered by the men 
volunteering; the captain to transmit to the Governor monthly returns 
showing names, ages and services of the volunteers; the officers to con- 
stitute a board charged under, and the Governor to remove officers guilty 
of violations of, the articles of war of the U. S. army; the Governor to 
ask protection of the general Government and demand indemnity for any 
expenditures made to carry out this act and be authorized to correct any 
error or oversight necessary to carry out the spirit of this law; the 
payment of the company to be bi-monthly; the company to be subject 
to call but payment to be only for services and to be disbanded after the 
general Government has taken measures to protect the frontier. 


Executive Chamber Iowa 

J. Palmer, Esq. Des Moines Feb 13th 185? 
The enclosed law [preceding paragraph] was published this morning in 
the Citizen and will be published in the Journal next Monday. You 
will of course proceed immediately to perform the duties required of you 
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in Hamilton and Webster counties, offered services and were 
accepted by the Governor’. This company elected H. B. Mar- 
tin, Captain, W. L. Church, First Lieutenant and David 8. 
Jewett, Second Lieutenant. The company reported to Gov- 
ernor Lowe that they were ready to go to the frontier as soon 
as they were provided with the necessary outfit and ammuni- 
tion, which the law authorized the Governor to furnish. The 
Governor ordered Captain Martin to report to me at Fort 
Dodge and authorized me to obtain the necessary things, as 
provided by the law; also notified Captain Martin to receive 
all orders from me and report to him through me. I had all 
the women in town making tents and bought all the supplies 
obtainable and in three days was able to give Captain Martin 


by said act, and report to me. I regret the delay at the legislature in 
this matter. If the intelligence from Spirit Lake still indicates imminent 
danger in the opinion of General Richards and Major Williams, I will 
have my Commissary General muster the company into service as soon 
as they can get ready after the election of officers, or rather order it to 
be done, that they may repair to the scene of the danger without waiting 
for commissions, which I can send to them at any time. I believe I 
said verbally to raise 40 mounted men but in view of the fact that the 
winter will have nearly passed before the Company can get out there, and 
the alleged scarcity of provender to subsist the horses upon at the S. 
Lake, my order now is that 80 mounted men should be the extent of your 
enlistment, unless in the opinion of Messrs. Richards and Williams the 
necessity of the case demands 40 men. You will not elect _& surgeon 
according to section second of the act for this General provision is con- 
trolled by the special provision contained in section 16. 
Respectfully, 


(Signed) R. P, LOWE. 
4See illustration on opposite page, 


5Executive Chamber, Iowa, 

Col. Chas. B. Richards, Des Moines, Feb. 17th, 1858, » 

J. Palmer, the recruiting agent appointed by the law to raise a company 
to protect the frontier, has made his report now just received, informing 
me that he has raised a company of 38 men, some in Boonesborough, some 
at Homer and Webster City, Hamilton county, and that they had elected 
their officers, to whom commissions have this day been forwarded, al- 
though I am not satisfied that the company has been raised, as the act 
directed, as near as practicable to the scene of danger, which I think 
. would have been at your place. Still the condition of the settlers on the 
frontier may admit of no delay and I have thought best under the cir- 
cumstances to recognize the company, but they must be mustered into 
service at your place, as soon as you and Major Williams have reliable 
information of the necessity of that thing. When you have, you are 
directed to order Capt. H. B. Martin of Webster City to muster his com- 
pany at Fort Dodge into service. Furnish them with the necessary arms 
and equipments. I wrote you a few days ago that I thought 30 men would 
be sufficient and T still think so, but as the company of 40 men will 
have been recruited before my orders on this point could reach you or 


Mr, Palmer, I have concluded to let that number be enlisted. Let me 
hear from you soon. Respectfully 


(Signed) R. P. LOWE. 


ee Executive Chambers Iowa 

fe agate leet oO an ace Des Moines Feb 17th 1858 
not recru e company as n 

danger as practicable. The object of the ew. sab) tooaee eee 


law was to save as much 
expense as possible to the State. However I have sent the commissions 
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his marching orders. I reported this to the Governor whose 
approval was at once given’*. 


Having been over the ground and conferred with the set- 
tlers I ordered him to station ten men under the Second 
Lieutenant in Emmet county, on the Des Moines river, and 
twenty men under Lieutenant Church on the Little Sioux at 
Bell’s place, where now, I think, Peterson is located. The 
main body under Captain Martin was to be stationed at Spirit 
Lake. I ordered each commanding officer to send out scouting 
parties whenever the weather would permit, and if any In- 
dians were found in the State, to examine them, and if they 
were hunting parties from the agencies, to order them out of 
the State. Under no circumstances was an Indian to be killed, 
but if any were recognized as being connected with the Ink- 
padutah Band present at the massacre they were to be held 
and the mattér reported to me at once for orders in accord- 
ance with my instructions from Governor Lowe. 


Several were taken and ordered from the State, having sat- 
isfied Captain Martin that they were peaceable and belonged 


to the officers elected, but must insist upon the company being mustered 
into service at Fort Dodge so as to comply with the intention of the 
law. If I shall afterward become satisfied that the company could not 
have been raised in Webster county near Fort Dodge, I will allow the 
time occupied in going to that place. Under the act, I must have reliable 
information of the necessity of calling out the company, and as I am so 
far removed from the sources of intelligence on the subject, I have con- 
cluded to leave the time of mustering the men into service upon the 
judgment of the commissary, Col. Richards, and Major Williams. If they 
have any information authorizing the mustering of the company into 
service an order will issue from Col. Richards to Capt. Martin to that 
effect. Respectfully, 
(Signed) RALPH P. LOWE. 


Gen. Richards 6Executive Chamber Iowa 

Ft. Dodge Des Moines March 4th 1858 
Sir: I have yours of the 28th ultimo, also a letter from Palmer and 
Howe at Lake City, setting forth the same facts mentioned in yours. 
Your plans and orders met my approval in every respect. Many days 
would be occupied in getting equippage from St. Louis and I therefore 
do not deem it practicable to attempt anything of the kind for this 
Company. If we have an early Spring; as is now indicated, it will not 
be necessary for the company to remain in service a great while. If 
you think a large number of men really necessary for the protection of 
the northwest, take proper steps to muster the necessary number into 


service with such dispatch as you may deem proper. 
Your Obedient Servant 
(Signed) RALPH P. LOWE. 
Fort Dodge April 6th 1858 


Hon. Ralph P. Lowe 


Dear Sir rig 
Yours of the 29th was duly received containing list of names for 


Military Company on Little Sioux River. I will get the necessary informa- 
tion as regards the men who propose to organize. I have some 200 
muskets on hand which are of no particular use in any event & might 
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to the agency. Two Indians’ were captured whom some of 
the settlers thought they recognized as of the band which 
committed the murders at the Lakes. Captain Martin kept 
them prisoners and sent a messenger to Fort Dodge giving 
me the facts, but expressed his opinion that their identifica- 
tion was doubtful. I referred the matter to Governor Lowe 
who ordered me to have Captain Martin send them to me at 
Fort Dodge and to hold them as prisoners until their identity 
could be established. I transmitted this order to Captain 
Martin and he detailed a guard and started the two prisoners 
for Fort Dodge. The first stopping place. was on the Des 
Moines river at Miles Mahan’s. The prisoners were bound 
with ropes, their feet tied so that they could only take short 
steps. In the evening they signified to the guards that they 
wanted to go out before lying down and accompanied by the 
guards they were allowed to do so. Near by was a bluff and 
some timber. They at once gave a bound over the edge. The 


as well be used for military companies to learn the manual as any 
thing else; I have been obtaining all the information possible as to the 
necessity of keeping Captain Martin & company in service and there 
are so many conflicting stories and rumors that I can hardly determine 
what is best. I have received a monthly report from Capt. Martin in 
accordance with the orders I herewith enclose. I think it would be well 
for some man to go to the lakes & see how matters do really stand. The 
men will hardly pay expenses unless kept out more than two months but 
the State should not be kept at an expense which is not actually necessary. 

I received spurs, powder flask and also Treasurer’s Warrant tor 
$34.41 and will forward receipts as soon as our county treasurer can pay 
the warrants. I will write as soon as I learn in regard to the company 
on Sioux River. In my judgment a company at that place well drilled 
would be all that is required to protect all the settlements southwest 
of Spirit Lake and the emigrants will soon fill up Dickinson county in 
the course of two months so as to render them strong enough to take 
care of themselves. I am very sorry the bill for paying the expenses 
of last Spring’s expedition failed to pass. It is very bad for this 
country. If they had payed the expenses it would have done to let 
the men wait but many men paid out considerable sums of money on the 
faith of the State and many have obtained means to live on on the strength 
of their claim and no claim was put in for any more than they furnished 
and the price was no more in any instance than the articles would bring 
in cash at the time they were delivered and we lived on half rations all 
the time. I paid out considerable money and expected as Gov. Grimes had 
commissioned Major Williams to do every thing necessary to protect the 
northwestern frontier and as there was an actual invasion of the State 
and as it was highly probable that citizens of the state were besieged and 
needed assistance and as we all went under the call of a duly commis- 
sioned officer, to have it refunded. TI think the State, if she has any 
regard for her honor should pay back what was paid out by those who 
furnished money and provision for the expedition. I paid $110. in cash 
for a horse for the use of the expedition and ruined him and spent con- 
siderable money but I can give mine to the state but there are those 
who are seriously injured by the acts of the Legislature. 


Yours very truly, CHAS. B. RICHARDS. 


‘STATEMENT OF HIRAM WILTFONG 


I have lived on the frontier ab 


ove Ft. Dod in I 
excepting part of the year 1857 a ehh tpi bead 


- I have seen the band called Inka- 
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guards fired at them, but as it was very dark, they were un- 
able to find them. Thus escaped the only prisoners taken. I 
think Governor Lowe, Captain Martin and I were all pleased 
that the matter ended as it did, for the settlers, especially 
women, were very anxious to hang them. I was certain they 
never would return after they saw there was a well armed and 
well mounted force to guard the frontier, and when they were 
told by Captain Martin that under no circumstances would any 
Indian be allowed in the State. 


The company was kept in service making frequent: scouts 
to the north and. west as far as they could go and return in 
a day. I made a trip every two months, going first to Des 
Moines for the money, accompanied with one man detailed 
by Captain Martin, and with my pony loaded with gold coin, 
my blankets and pistols. From Fort Dodge there were three 
places where I could stop for the night; one on the north line 
of Humboldt county with Mr. Evans; one at Shippy’s in Palo 
Alto county, and one at Miles Mahan’s, where I left the Des 
Moines river to cross the prairie thirty-five miles to Spirit 
Lake. From there I traveled forty-five miles without seeing 
a house, to pay Lieutenant Church and his detachment; then 
to Fort Dodge, sixty-five miles, for forty-five miles of which 
there was no house. In the winter with only a blind snow- 
covered trail, this was not a pleasant task. It required nearly 
a month in stormy weather and in the spring when the 
streams were high, as there was not a bridge in the north- 
western part of the State. To the plan of disbanding the 
company in the spring the settlers objected and I was directed 
padutah’s band several times and have seen Inkapadutah himself while I 
was living on the Des Moines River in Kossuth county. 

I have to day seen two Indians held as prisoners at Spirit Lake by 


Capt. of the Frontier Guards and recognize them as those I have seen with 
that band. 

The younger one was near my house in Kossuth County in June, 1856. 
I saw the older one about the last of November 1856 at the house of Joel 
Howe at Spirit Lakes. This was the Mr. Howe who with his family were 
massacred the next March after I saw the Indian there; and I believe 
both of the prisoners to be part of the Inkapadutah’s band. 


Dated Spirit Lake, February 25th 1859 
(Signed) HIRAM M. WILTFONG 


And sworn to before Jareb Palmer Clerk of the District Court for 
Dickinson County Iowa. ' 
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to keep the company in service until July,* when by order 
of Governor Lowe I made the trip to all the counties. Many 
immigrants came in during the spring, understanding that 


sExecutive Chamber, Iowa 
Des Moines, 24th April, 18558 
Gen’! C. B. Richards 
‘ e, lowa 

rebate oe * Dr Farner(?) presented at this Department we Ay tical 
day your letter of the 13th instant, and petitions from the Sages see 
Counties, asking for the continuance of the Frontier Guards in the s 3 = 
I confess myself embarrassed by this action. While i gel” ae 
often expressed his desire to disband the Company on the oer pe oad 
he gave no positive instructions as to my action upon the subject Nog 7 
his absence. I have concluded from the tenor of his letters that he ae 
transmitted orders to you to disband the Company but your letter rs) 
the date above mentioned forces a different inference. Therefore while : 
believe that if the Governor were here he would disband the Guards, 
will not, with your letter before me, assume the responsibility of doing 
in his name. I have written him at both New York and Washington upon 
the subject and urged immediate instructions. The guards will remain 
in service until you hear further from this Department. I will not 
advise, however, preparations for remaining at Spirit Lake a great while. 
You see that the State has incurred a considerable expense already and 
that the continued service of the Guards must materially augment that 
amount. It is true,these matters should not be considered when the 
lives of the settlers are in danger, but good policy dictates that this 
expense should be curtailed the moment the danger ceases. The Governor 
will not neglect the pioneers on our frontiers, while doing justice to every 
other portion of the State, 

The roli enclosed in Captain Martin’s report was forwarded to the 
Governor at Keokuk. It is impossible without it to ascertain the amount 
due the men in the service. I have written to the family to forward it to 
me without delay. Aside from this it would be useless for me to draw an 
order on the Auditor before the 1st of May, as he would refuse to audit it 
before that date. I will forward warrants as you request as soon as 
possible. 


The bills you enclose will be acted upon the first time I visit the 
Auditor’s Office. Respectfully 
THOS. F. WITHROW, 
Private Secretary. 


Executive Chamber, Iowa 
My Dear Sir Des Moines 7th May 1858 

I have yours of the 30th ultimo. The Treasurer of State is now absent, 
but is expected daily. When he returns if the gold can be obtained from 
the Treasury we will forward to you an amount sufficient to cover the 
pay of the company. The law is not very clear in its provision upon this 
point. While defining the duties of the officer who pays the members of 
the Company, it does not dictate who that officer shall be. After con- 
sulting with the Auditor, I have concluded that that duty would more 
properly rest upon me as Quarter-Master General than any other officer, 
and will therefore make an approximate estimate of the amount necessary 
to pay off the Company. The Auditor will draw his warrant for this 
amount, and charge the same to you on the books of his office, After 
paying the men as directed by law, you will return your vouchers to this 
office, with any balance remaining in your hands, which will be properly 
placed to your credit on the Auditor's books. 

If I were situated as you are I should take the responsibility of dis- 
banding the Company, unless satisfied that there is really danger of an 
Indian invasion. The Governor has entrusted the disposition of the 
Company to you, as officer acquainted with the actual condition of the 
frontier and IT am satisfied would approve the disbanding of the Company 
at the earliest moment you deem it advisable. T can take no step in the 


matter for the reason that my instructions authorize me only to provide 
some method of paying the company. 


Very respectfully 


. THOS. F. WITHROW 
Gen’l Chas. B. Richards 
Wort Dodze, Private Secretary. 
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the troops would be retained until the settlements were strong 
enough to protect themselves. I reported to the Governor 
that in my judgment it would be safe to withdraw the troops 
during the summer, but recommended that they should not be 
discharged, as it might be advisable to again call them into 
active service in the winter. The Governor directed me to 
order Captain Martin to report to me at Fort Dodge with 
his command. He did so promptly and I paid the men and 
discharged them with orders to be ready for service whenever 
called on by the Governor. This ended the service for 1857 
and 1858. 


In the fall there were several bands of Indians seen on the 
Little Sioux and some on the head waters of the Des Moines. 
At a meeting of the settlers of Dickinson, Emmet, Clay, Buena 
Vista, Palo Alto and O’Brien counties, a petition for the re- 
call of the guards was signed by both men and women and 
sent to Governor Lowe. He directed me to investigate as to 
the necessity of ordering the Frontier Guards again into serv- 
ice. I at once did so, and satisfied myself that unless pro- 
tection was afforded, most of the settlers would leave, and 
I so reported to the Governor. He at once ordered Captain 
Martin and company to report to me at Fort Dodge for orders. 
Having stored the outfit of the previous winter, I purchased 
the necessary ammunition and supplies, and when Captain 


Martin reported with his command, ordered, him to proceed 
to Spirit Lake and distribute his force where it could best 


protect the frontier of Iowa, to keep scouts out as he had done 
the previous winter, to capture every Indian found in the 
State and to report monthly to me at Fort Dodge. He 
was energetic and if an Indian was found he was taken and 
given to understand that he must not again come into the. 
State. 

I made the trip every two months and paid the company 
as during the previous winter. The fact that the Governor 
of Iowa was protecting the frontier became known and many 
immigrants settled in these counties during the next spring 
and summer. The general Government, although urged by 
Senator Grimes and others, utterly failed to make any move 
or do anything for the protection of the frontier settlements 
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of Iowa.2 As the spring opened up and the new settlers 
came into these counties the necessity of keeping the Frontier 
Guards in service was agitated in the newspapers. The elec- 
tion was to be held in the fall and the opposition press was 
trying to make political capital in the southern part of the 
State against Governor Lowe for keeping the Frontier Guards 
in service at great expense to the State. 


In June the Governor ordered me to report whether in my 
judgment it would be safe to withdraw the Frontier Guards. 
After consulting with the settlers at the Lakes, I advised the 
Governor that it would be safe to withdraw them for the sum- 
mer, aS many new settlers were coming in, who, supplied 
with arms and ammunition, would be able to protect them- 
selves. I received an order from the Governor to order 
Captain Martin and company to report to me at Fort 
Dodge. I went to Des Moines to draw the money to pay them. 
Captain Martin at once complied with the order and by di- 
rection of the Governor I paid off the company and discharged 
them from future service. Thus ended the efforts of the State 
to protect the settlements until they were strong enough to 
protect themselves. There is no question but that the wise 
action of Governor Grimes and Governor Lowe, backed up by 
the Legislature in providing the Frontier Guards and the 
energetic patroling of the entire frontier of the State in the 
winters and springs of 1857 and 1858, and 1858 and 1859 kept 
Dickinson, Emmet, Clay, Buena Vista, and O’Brien counties 


*Executive Chamber 
Hon, ae R. Curtis Des Moines March 15th 1858 


I am at a loss to know whether to address the Commissioner on Indian 
Relations, the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of War or the Presi- 
dent of the United States upon the subject of our Indian troubles. You 
will perceive from the law passed this winter, herewith enclosed, that the 
State in order to protect the settlers near Spirit Lake and the Little Sue 
River has again been compelled to arm and equip a company which has 
been done as the law dictates, and a company of 31 Dragoons are now 
at Spirit Lake. A letter received from there today informs me that Inka- 
padutah with his band is camped within 18 miles of that place, are very 
hostile and putting at defiance our troops. It was expected that an engage- 
ment would take place in a few days after the date of that letter. T need 
not say that the company was mustered into service after the most relia- 
ble information of the necessity of such a step. Just before the act in 
question was passed by the Legislature a skirmish had taken place 
between the Indians and the settlers. Since then they have burnt some 
houses and run off some cattle. TI submit whether the proper department 
at Washington ought not to intervene and protect the frontier settlers 
from their depredations. Our state authority interposed because the 
danger was too imminent to wait until protection could be obtained from 
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from being abandoned. The course taken by Captain Martin 
and Lieutenant Church in strictly obeying orders and arrest- 
ing and driving out of the State all Indians and giving them 
to understand that they would not be allowed to come into 
the State under any circumstances, kept them from their 
usual visits to the Little Sioux and the Lakes until the 
settlements were strong enough to protect themselves and 
thus saved the settlements in Iowa from a repetition of the 
Spirit Lake massacre. It turned the predatory bands of In- 
dians from their former hunting grounds in Iowa, but cul- 
minated in the massacre at New Ulm, Minnesota. I doubt 
whether one hundred mounted men were ever kept in serv- 
ice for the same length of time at so little expense to the State. 


While the Spirit Lake expedition of 1857 was one of the 
severest trials of endurance that any body of men was ever 
subjected to, I had worse experiences in my trips to pay the 
Frontier Guards than I had in that march with one hundred 
men to the relief of Spirit Lake, a full account of which was 
published in the ANNALS. In that march we were ready to 
assist one another, but in my trips of more than two hundred 
miles in the severe winters of 1857 and 1858, and 1858 and 
1859, carrying gold in my saddlebags on my pony, I had but 
one companion, a stranger detailed by Captain Martin to ac- 
company me. 


I have a very distinct recollection of one trip I made in 
March after paying the detachment stationed at Spirit Lake 
under Captain Martin. He detailed a new man to accompany 
me to the camps of Lieutenant Church on the Little Sioux 
in Buena Vista county. We left Spirit Lake as early as we 
eould see the trail, a bright March day. We had some dif- 


the general Government. Will you not confer very soon with the proper 
department on this subject and ascertain what will and can be done to 
relieve the State from the burden of maintaining a military force upon 
the frontier to protect it from Indian invasions, a thing which I think 
will be recognized at once as the bounden duty of the general govern- 
ment to do. Inkpadutah’s band, I understand, is composed of outlaws 
who have united to make their forage and exist by plunder. If we 
eould keep up a military force of 50 men for one or two years, the settle- 
ments would in all probability become strong enough to protect themselves. 

JT will, in a few days, make out the expenses of last winter's campaign 
against the Indians for the purpose of having the same liquidated and 
paid. We will adjourn in one week. Let me hear from you at Keokuk. | 

Respectfully 
(Signed) RALPH P. LOWE. 
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ficulty in crossing the Ocheyedan, the waters from the melt- 
ing snow the two previous days having swollen the small 
streams. We traveled as rapidly as the trail would permit, 
and arrived at the Little Sioux river opposite Gillett’s grove 
in Clay county at four o’clock in the afternoon. The ice was 
broken up and the river was high and rapid. Large cakes of 
ice were floating. It was thirty-five miles back to the Lakes 
to the nearest house on that side of the river and twelve miles 
to the camp of Lieutenant Church, the only stopping place 
within fifty miles. This river was between me and Lieutenant 
Church’s camp. It was growing cold. We had no food or 
blankets. After following up along the river for more than 
a mile, I determined that my only chance was to swim the 
river. I ordered my attendant to follow me and fastening 
the saddlebags, which contained the gold to pay Lieutenant 
Church’s detachment, firmly to my saddle, foreed my pony 
into the stream. The current was rapid and we were carried 
down stream nearly one-half mile and instead of landing in 
the bottoms, as was intended, I was carried down to where 
the bluff was high and steep. My companion who had a 
larger horse than I and was not weighted with heavy gold 
and pistols, landed in the bottoms. I managed to get my 
pony near the shore where I was able to get hold of some 
overhanging bushes and pull myself on shore, relieving my 
pony. He managed to follow me up the bluff so steep that 
I had to go on my hands and knees. We had twelve miles 
to go to reach Lieutenant Chureh’s camp. The trail was in- 
distinct, and we must find the camp or remain in the open 
prairie with our frozen clothes. We ran our horses as fast 
as we could, as it was growing dark, and we finally saw a 
light. Lieutenant Church had ordered a large bonfire on the 
high ground near his camp. We found men out looking for 
us and we were taken in. I was helped from my pony, my 
clothes so frozen I could not dismount. The men made a blaz- 
ing fire, wrapped me in warm blankets and prepared a hot 
supper. I was able to put on some clothes loaned by Lieu- 
tenant Church, pay off the men and plan for an early start 


in the morning, sixty miles across the country, forty-five 
miles without a tree or house. 
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We started as soon as it was light enough to see the trail 
and traveled as fast as our horses would go on a long day’s 
ride. We stopped near a small lake to feed our horses and 
eat our lunch. My pony broke through the ice and in dis- 
mounting I was wet to the knees. For the rest of the day I 
was obliged to dismount frequently, run to get warm and then 
mount and ride as fast as prudent on a long day’s trip until 
I was so cold I had to walk again. In this way we reached 
Fury’s cabin at the head of the Lizard. About five o’clock, 
I asked Mrs. Fury if she could give me a cup of coffee and 
something to eat. I took off my wet clothes and got into bed 
while they dried. When she called me to eat I was for the 
first and last time so completely tired out I could not get up. 
Although I had intended to go to Fort Dodge, fifteen miles 
distant, I lay and slept until daylight the next morning. Then 
I started and reached Fort Dodge at 11:00 A. M. I stopped 
for breakfast at Richard Furlong’s and such a breakfast! 
Ham and eggs! the first eggs I had seen in six months, 


I had several trips nearly as bad and some more exciting 
than this in paying off the company. 

The general Government as shown by documents forwarded 
to the Governor” reimbursed the State for all money expended 
The political excitement of 1860 prevented any further 
thoughts of Indians, as the rapid immigration had made all 


WwOffice Northern Superintendency. 
St. Paul, Dec. 21, 1858. 
Sir,— 

The accompanying claim, made by citizens of the State of Iowa through 
the Governor of the State is for supplies furnished to the expeditions 
therein named, formed by citizens in that State against Inkpadutah and 
his band in the spring of 1857 and amount in aggregate to $3,800.91. A 
claim made for services on behalf of the volunteers engaged amounts to 

3404.00. 

4 Upon examination of these claims, I find the fact well established that 
expeditions were formed against Inkpadutah from Fort Dodge, and vicinity 
immediately on receiving intelligence of the massacre at Spirit Lake. 
That the expeditions were in active service against Inkpadutah and his 
band and pursued them until so prevented by the snow and extreme cold 
that they could not overtake them. The statement filed as the report of 
Major Williams gives the detailed account of the expeditions. : 

The vouchers and accounts accompanying for supplies furnished ap- 
pear to be regular and the evidence and proofs complete and my opinion 
is that they should be allowed. I would however make exceptions in 
this recommendation to the following claims ; viz: claim marked 57 in 
the schedule as account of Charles R. Bissel is for services and expenses 
as surgeon to the expedition amounting to $199; he charges for attend- 
ance on James Thomas and wife $150, an additional charge which is not, 
in my opinion, a proper item to be allowed under this appropriation, con- 
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the settlements strong enough to protect themselves. The 
lessons the Indians had learned kept them away and there was 
no further trouble or excitement until the New Ulm massacre, 
when a regiment was stationed on the frontier by the general 
Government. Unfortunately the letters and orders received 
from Governor Grimes and Governor Lowe were destroyed 
by fire in the burning of my house. The letters and orders 
from Governor Grimes and perhaps a dozen from Governor 
Lowe were in their own handwriting, but most of them in the 
handwriting of the late Hon. Thomas F. Withrow, then private 
secretary of Governor Lowe. : 


sequently only $199 is recommended of this claim as a proper allowance. 


The claim of Smith E. Stevens is not certified to by any person con- 
nected with the expedition and is too indefinite and is not included in the 
recommendation, 


The claim of C. B. Richards marked 65 on the schedule, includes two 
claims, one for necessary expenses etc., amounts to $201.25; another for 
services in collecting bills etc. for making out report etc., for which 
he charges in general terms $250.00, Total, $451.25. 


The first claim I would recommend, the latter claim I think too general 
and would particularly refer it to you for consideration. I have accord- 
ingly not recommended it, wanting evidence to sustain the same. 

The claim of Major Williams for $175 is for the equipment of men for 
protection of the frontier. previous to commission of depredations: this 
it appears to me to bring this amount outside of the Act of Congress, 
which is for expenses incurred by expeditions against Inkpadutah. 

_ Therefore I would recommend the allowance of the claims set forth 
in the schedule attached to this claim furnished by Mr. Withrow, Attor- 


ney for State of Iowa of all the claims for supplies filed, with the follow- 
ine deductions: 


On claim 57, Charles R. Bissel $150.00 
Smith E. Stevens 45.00 

65, C. B, Richards 250.00 

William Williams 175.00 

$620.00 

This makes the amount allowed for supplies............. $3,180.91 


So far as the claim for service of volunteers engaged in expedition is 
concerned, this I suppose should be considered as a claim on the part of 
the State for these parties. The allowance I have recommended for serv- 
ices in all other cases of volunteers is $1.00 a day for each day’s service 
and $2.00 for the officers in command of companies. This would reduce 
the claim for services from the amounts charged which is $2.00 per day 
for men and $3.00 to $4.00 for all officers, 


The amount recommended for allowance therefore is $1329 f 
, aan f or men 
and $290, for officers, adding for G. RB. Sherman, commissary, $38. for 
services $2.00 per day, makes total service $1657, the same rates allowed 


De ee cases of St. Peters, Travers des Louis, Mankato and other volun- 


The evidence sustainin 


this cl ‘lus 
individual claims for s g s claim is conclusive and satisfactory. The 


ervices should have been filed as requi 
oy ares he you however concede the application of the Gomera el 
ae ‘es Ere i dae my recommendations, the total amount allowed 


Respectfully, your obedient servant 
W. I. CULLEN, 
Supt. Ind. Affairs 
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Department of the Interior. 
Office of Indian Affairs. 
May 27, 1859. 
Sir,— 

I have the honor herewith to transmit the applications filed with Su- 
perintendent W. I. Cullen under the following clause in the act to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the current and contingent expenses 
of the Indian Department approved June 14, 1858; viz: 


“For defraying the expenses of the several expeditions against Inkpa- 
dutah’s band, and in the search, ransom and recovery of the female cap- 
tives, taken by said band in eighteen hundred and fifty seven, the sum 
of Twenty Thousand Dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary. the 
amount to be ascertained and paid on satisfactory proof, under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior.” together with his general report, 
and special reports, expressive of his opinion on each individual claim. 

The number of applications filed is 306, amounting in the aggregate to 
$46,235.62. The Governor of Iowa withdrew however in January last, 
application 161, filed by the State of Iowa for $7,903.84; so that the 
amount total of the applications is reduced to $38, 331.78, 


Superintendent Cullen recommends the allowance of claims amounting 
to $25,114.91. 


These claims have been investigated by this office and though some 
of the items allowed may appear extravagant, and others not be sub- 
stantiated so fully as to pass a rigid examination; yet in consideration 
of the explanations made in Supt. Cullen’s report, whose position, prox- 
imity to the scenes of action, intimate knowledge with all the circum- 
.stances involved fully enabled him to arrive at just conclusions so as to 
render his decisions reliable; and in consideration of further explanations 
made by Senator Rice in his letter herewith enclosed I think that by the 
adoption of the recommendation of Supt. Cullen we may nearest approach 
the point attainable under the circumstances, which will do justice to all 
concerned. I would therefore respectfully recommend that 75 per cent, 
viz: $18,836.18 of the amount allowed by Supt. Cullen, be paid and that 
the balance, viz; $1,163.82 be retained to pay the incidental expenses of 
the investigation. : 

Very Respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
A. B. GREENWOOD, 
Commissioner. 
Hon. Jacob Thompson, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


Assorted Cargo—The steamer Pizzaro lately left St. Louis for 
the mouth of Kansas river with the following cargo for that 
point, viz.: 20 spinning wheels, twenty looms and their appendages, 
300 axes and one hundred ploughs, and last though not least, 
$10,000 in specie. This pretty little outfit igs said to be for the 
Iowa and other Indians.—Davenport, I. T.—Jowa Sun, Nov. 13, 1839. 
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BIOGRAPHY OF HON. CHARLES JOHN ALFRED 
ERICSON. 


By CxHaAriLEs L. DAHLBERG. 


In recording the life of Hon. C. J. A. Ericson, 1 have drawn 
freely from comments of the press, the views of some of those 
who knew him best, as expressed by them while he was yet 
living, as well as expressions called forth by his death, be- 
lieving that by so doing a truer and clearer conception of his 
life and character may be obtained. 

Charles John Alfred Ericson was born in Sodra VI parish, 
near Vimmerbi, province of Calmar, Sweden, on the 8th day 
of March, 1840. His father, Eric Nelson, was a farmer by 
occupation, and with his family came to America in 1852, 
settling near Moline, Illinois, where he engaged in farming 
and fishing, both of which occupations he had followed in 
Sweden. Later he removed to Webster county, Iowa. 


The early education of Charles J. A. Ericson was obtained 
in the common schools of his native land, where he pursued 
his studies until twelve years of age, when he accompanied 
his parents to this country, and continued his education in tiie 
common schools of Rock Island county, Illinois. Although his 
attendance at school was very limited, the lack of knowledge 
in this respect was remarkably well supplied by his extensive 
reading, his study of human nature, and, in later years, his 
travels, all of which gave him a mind well stored, especially 
with reference to matters of business and the affairs of the 
world generally, in the time in which he lived. He once stated 
to a friend that one means he had used in acquiring informa- 
tion was the constant attempt to associate himself with those | 
from whom he could learn, an example well worthy of emula- 
tion by all, for Mr. Ericson was not only able to tell what he 
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knew, and to express it well, but he was also a good listeners — 


and listened with profit to himself. 
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At the age of thirteen he began work for his elder brother 
upon a farm, and still later he assisted in running a flat-boat 
ferry across Rock River. The family then moved to Altona, 
Knox county,. [llinois, where he worked in a general store for 
his two elder brothers. In the spring of 1859 he located in 
Boone county, at Mineral Ridge, where he opened a small 
store, having but little capital. He also engaged in buying 
and selling cattle and other live stock, and in both branches 
of his business he met with creditable success. 

Mr. Ericson was six feet two in height, his body erect, with 
no surplus flesh, weighing on an average two hundred pounds 
or a little over. He was an athlete of no mean ability, and in 
his younger days often accepted challenges to friendly con- 
tests of strength, in which he rarely failed to come off victor. 

Mr. Ericson was twice married. In 1858 he wedded Miss 
Matilda Nelson, and to them were born two daughters, Alice 
and Lorena. In 1873 he was united in marriage with Miss 
Nellie Linderblood, who died in 1899. 

Among Mr. Erickson’s early experiences which he has relat- 
ed to his friends, was his first visit to Des Moines to buy goods, 
after locating at Mineral Ridge, driving across the country 
with team, the only mode of freighting in those days. He had 
very little ready money and on arrival at Des Moines selected 
only a small bill of goods. The wholesale merchant with whom 
he was dealing, impressed by his personality, told him to take 
what he wanted, pay down what he could and bring him money 
or exchange produce for the remainder when convenient. ‘This 
was Mr. Ericson’s initiation into a business in Boone county 
that grew ultimately into a large general merchandise store 
in the city of Boone. It was the largest in the county, per- 
haps, at that time and laid the foundation for a business 
career that led not only to the accumulation of a handsome 
fortune, but a competence that enabled him to do a wonder- 
ful amount. of good to his own, the Swedish, people, which 
has certainly been greatly appreciated by them as well as 
those who are conversant with his life and methods. 

His appreciation of humor, even at his own expense, is 
seen in an incident he sometimes referred to, which occurred 
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in his early experience at Mineral Ridge. At a certain season 
of the year it was his custom to buy cattle, principally what 
is now ealled ‘‘butcher stock.’’ His first purchase of a drove 
was at a uniform price per head for an animal, large or small. 
His surprise can be imagined when in Iowa City, where he 
had to go for a market, he learned that cattle were bought 
by weight, and that an animal weighing seven hundred pounds 
was worth less than one of twelve hundred. Of course one 
lesson was sufficient. 


In 1870 he purchased the general store of Jackson Orr, 
in Boone, and for five years carried on a general merchan- 
dise business. In 1872 he assisted in the organization of the 
First National Bank of Boone, and was elected its vice-presi- 
dent. In‘1875, he closed out his mereantile interests and be- 
eame cashier of the First National Bank, which surrendered 
its charter and was reorganized as the City Bank of Boone 
in 1878. On the death of Mr. Frank Champlin, Mr. Ericson 
became president of this bank, which position he held at the 
time of his death. 


In all his business undertakings he seemed possessed of those 
traits of character which always lead to success, of which no 
better description can be given than to quote the last para- 
graph of an article which he himself wrote for the Boone News 
Republican of date May 23, 1907, under the title of ‘‘Memor- 
ies of a Swedish Immigrant of 1852,’’ as follows: 


What little success I have attained I attribute to three things; 
first, honest and fair dealing with every man; second, refraining 
from speculations and investments in outside enterprises, but 
attending strictly to my own business; and, third, making my 
word as good as my bond. 


In 1863 he became a Mason, holding membership in Mount 
Olive Lodge, No. 79, A. F. & A. M. He was also a member 
of Tuscan Chapter, R. A. M.; Exealibur Commandery, No. 
13, K. T.; and held all the principal offices in these organiza- 
tions, serving as treasurer of the Commandery there from 
the time of his first residence in Boone until his death. 
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Throughout his mature life he teok a deep interest in poli- 
tics, and for ten years, while still a young man, filled fhe posi- 
tion of postmaster of Mineral Ridge. He also served as road 
supervisor, school director, school treasurer, and township 
clerk. He was also alderman of Boone, city treasurer for sev- 
eral terms, and president and treasurer of the school board. 
He was an active member of the Presbyterian church, and 
took great interest in religious work, being treasurer and 
trustee for some thirty years. 

In 1871 he was elected a member of the Fourteenth General 
Assembly of Iowa, on the Republican ticket, his opponent 
being Judge M. K. Ramsey. He served during the regular 
session and during an extra session, which was called in 1873 
to revise the Code, again rendering service in the revision of 
the Code while a member of the Senate of 1897. 

In 1895 he was elected to the Senate, where he served in 
the Twenty-sixth, Twenty-sixth extra, Twenty-seventh, Thir- 
tieth, Thirty-first, Thirty-second and Thirty-second extra 
General Assembhes. 

During his terms of office as state senator, his ability as a 
financier was recognized in his appointment as a member of 
the Committee on Ways and Means at every session, and chair- 
man of the Committee on Claims in the Twenty-sixth, Twenty- 
sixth extra, and Twenty-seventh General Assemblies. . In the 
Thirtieth and Thirty-first General Assemblies, he was chair- 

man of the Committee on Public Libraries, and in the Thirty- 
~ gecond General Assembly was chairman of Constitutional 
Amendments and Suffrage. During the last three sessions he 
served on committees on Banks. 

While serving in the Senate in the Twenty-sixth General 
Assembly he introduced a bill which passed both houses, 
whereby corporations are taxed $25.00 for the first thousand, 
and an additional dollar for each one thousand thereafter ; 
not, however, to exceed $350.00 for any one corporation. This 
was in lieu of the nominal fee theretofore charged. 

In the Thirty-second General Assembly he also introduced 
and secured its passage through the Senate, a bill requiring 
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annual fees to be paid to the Secretary of State by all corpo- 
rations doing business within the State. 


In the Twenty-seventh General Assembly he introduced a 
pill reducing the interest on state warrants from six to five 
per cent. 


There were three things, however, that seemed uppermost in 
his mind; viz., the Historical Department, Public Libraries, 
and the Agricultural College. During the last three sessions 
in which he served, out of thirty-three bills introduced by him, 
eleven were in the interests of the Historical Department and 
Public Libraries, and seven in the interest of the Agricultural 
College; and much of the success of these departments of state 
is due to his untiring efforts in their behalf. Doubtless his 
interest in the Historical Department was intensified by his 
friendship for and high esteem of Hon. Charles Aldrich, its 
first curator, who, like himself, was imbued with the idea of 
building and establishing for the benefit of future generations 
as well as for the present. His work in the interest of the 
State Agricultural College was recognized by all connected 
with that school. 


Aside from his interest in these departments, he rendered 
valuable service and was largely instrumental in the passage 
of the bill for taxing corporations, which has added largely to 
the income of the State of late years. He introduced a bill 
in the interest of good roads and might be considered one of 
the pioneers in this work which is now being so strongly agi- 
tated. One thing that showed the love of nature strongly 
marked in his character was the introduction of bills at two 


different times in the interest of the feathered songsters of 
the forest, their nests and eggs. 


The appreciation of Senator Ericson and his work in our 


State Senate has been so well set forth by two of his colleagues, 
that I herewith submit their own words: 


W. C. Haywarp, Secretary of State: During three of the five 
sessions that I served in the State Senate, Hon. C. J. A. Ericson 
was a member of that body. We were both members of the Ways 
and Means Committee, and both lived during the session at the 
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Savery Hotel, and I then had an opportunity of becoming quite 
well acquainted with him. 


He was a large man in every way, physically and intellectually. 
He was of fine appearance, and of the most kindly disposition. 
He took a special interest in educational affairs and was a firm 
and steadfast friend of our educational institutions. He was a 
careful and considerate man, one of whom it could be said that 
he was “safe and sane’; at the same time he was in every sense 
of the word “progressive,” and an advocate and supporter of all 
progressive measures along reasonable lines. 


He was mild and pleasant in manner, but, at the same time, 
firm and unyielding in support of what he deemed to be right. 


A splendid, big, strong man. It was a distinct loss to the State 
he loved so well when he passed away. 


WARREN GARST: My people moved to Boone in June of 1866. 
Almost from the first the name of Mr. Hricson became a house- 
hold word on account of the prominent position he held in that 
community. It was not strange, therefore, when I became asso- 
ciated with him in a legislative way I should remember the 
earlier impressions I had received in the community in which 
we then lived. I found Senator Hricson to be a powerful force in 
all remedial legislation; always throwing his influence and vote 
in any cause he thought to be for the betterment of society. He 
was especially active and exceedingly fortunate in formulating 
plans to increase the revenues of the State from sources that 
would not be burdensome and at the same time would be greatly 
remunerative. As I remember it, under the old law any incor- 
poration organizing in Iowa was required to pay a mere nominal 
fee into the coffers of the State. Senator Hricson introduced a 
bill that changed this and we now have had instances where very 
large corporations have paid many thousands of dollars in single 
fees. 

He also introduced and secured its passage through the Senate, 
a bill to tax corporations through an annual fee. Senator Ericson 
figured that if his bill became a law it would add to the revenues 
of the State from $150,000.00 to $250,000.00 annually. 

It is not my purpose to go into the discussion of this proposi- 
tion as to its justice or fairness, but I was then and am now in 
thorough sympathy and accord with Senator Ericson’s position. 

While Senator Hricson was seeking every way to secure addi- 
tional revenues for the State, through any of the then established 
means, he was liberal with suggestions as to distribution. He 
was anxious to see the great agricultural school at Ames become 
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one of the leading institutions of this character, not only in this 
country, but in the world. His success along this line is best 
attested by what this great institution is doing and is. 

He always had a great interest in the history of the State, and 
perhaps it is more due to him and his untiring energy than to 
that of any other man that we have the magnificent Historical 
Building, which is an asset of state-wide importance, for it seems to 
me that no man, woman or child can visit this elegant structure 
without having a greater pride and a greater love for this great 
State. 

I have no disposition to go into detail as to Senator Ericson’s 
legislative experience. I am indeed glad to have the opportunity 
to say to the people of Iowa that, while there have been men who 
have perhaps been more conspicuous, there has been no Man who 
has done more along material and ethical lines than the Senator 
from Boone. 


Following is an editorial from the ANNALS or low, a few 
years previous to his death: 


It is seldom, indeed, that an immigrant from a foreign land— 
unable to speak a word of our language—rises from the laboring 
class to such an enviable position in his new home as that so 
fittingly occupied by Senator Ericson. His life has been one of 
business success and filled. with useful public labors. He has 
given timely aid to poor and struggling young people, especially 
in their efforts to secure thorough education. He has for many 
years been a strong supporter of the Augustana Lutheran College 
at Rock Island, Illinois. He is a member of the committee which 
has labored with much success in securing permanent endowments 
for the institution. It has been largely due to his efforts that 
valuable real estate has been acquired for the benefit of the col- 
lege. In this work he has been a liberal giver. He erected, entirely 
at his own cost, the beautiful and commodious public library 
building in the city of Boone. He served one term (1872, including 
the extra session in 1873) in the Iowa House of Representatives, 
and is now serving his ninth year in the State Senate. Schools, 
public libraries, and the Historical Department, have always found 
an intelligent, progressive and influential friend in Senator Ericson. 


His life is a record of sterling honesty which is absolutely unim- 
peachable. 


The Iowa Library Quarterly for July, August and Septem- 
ber, 1910, contains this recognition of his service: 


He was deeply interested in the work of the Iowa Library 
Association, having served as Vice-President of that body, and 
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repeatedly on Legislative committees, attending the annual meet- 
ings regularly. His presence will be greatly. missed, as well as 
his advice and counsel. 


Senator Ericson was a man of gentle character, with strong 
friendships and deep convictions. His place is not likely to be 
filled again in the library circles of the State or in the hearts 
of those whose friendship he had gained. 


At a cost of $10,700.00 he built the handsome library in his 
home city which is known as the Ericson Library. In 1901, 
by request of the Board of Trustees of the Historical Depart- 
ment of Iowa at Des Moines, through the Hon. Charles Ald- 
rich, curator, he furnished a fine Carrara marble bust of him- 
self made by a noted artist in Florence, Italy, which was pre- 
sented to, and now occupies a place in the Iowa Hall of His- 
tory. Possibly to his limited opportunity to attend school may 
be attributed his love for books, the study of which more large- 
ly than he knew supplied a deficiency in his early education. 
Possessed of a broad and generous nature, he wished others 
to share with him the benefits derived from good books. 


Judge Horace E. Deemer evidently understood this phase of 
Senator Ericson’s character, as shown by the following ex- 
tracts from his address at the dedication of the Ericson Li- 
brary, October 2, 1901: 


It is a proud day for Boone, and a pleasant one, I know, for 


the generous donor who has built a monument to himself which 


will outlive any mere creation of the builder’s art, chiseled simply 
to perpetuate the memory of a name. 

Within the past few years at least three generous and loyal 
men within the boundaries of this State have made large con- 
tributions for the building and founding of public libraries; and 
it is my deliberate judgment that they have made the best possible 
use of their money. That the communities to which they have 
been given fully appreciate the generosity, I have no shadow 
of doubt; and that the people of this little city of Boone are 
filled with gratitude to their honored fellow citizen, Senator Hric- 
son, is so plainly evident that it scarcely needs mention. I am 
not so sure, however, that any of these men fully appreciate the 
value and the full significance of their generosity. 


In this building rich and poor alike may meet the best and 
greatest thinkers of the age. Wealth gives no advantage, and 
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social position counts for nothing. No matter how poor the boy 
or girl, no matter how thinly clad, no matter though the pros- 
perous of their own town or time will not recognize them on 
the street, no matter though they are excluded from the so-called 
best society, here they shall not pine for companionship or 
society. Here Milton will tell of Paradise, Shakespeare open all 
the flood gates of the imagination, Franklin give forth his practical 
advice, Bryant sing of nature’s beauties, Darwin and Huxley eluci- 
date their theories, Proctor search the skies and Thackeray forget 
his snobbery. Here one may select his own associates from 
among the greatest thinkers and actors and writers the world has 
ever known. He may meet the most eminent statesmen and 
scientists, poets and philosophers of all time. As said by an- 
other, “He that loveth a book will never want a faithful friend, 
a wholesome counsellor, a cheerful companion, and an effectual 
comforter.” But, better than all, here, perhaps, may some spark 
set fire the smouldering fumes of genius, and a flame go forth 
that will illuminate for all time the pages of our Western litera- 
ture. 


Senator Ericson’s ambition to go to his native land as min- 
ister from this country, led him to enter the field as a candidate 
for that appointment. The strength of his candidacy because 
of his fitness, would undoubtedly have secured him that ap- 
pointment, but for what is known as the ‘‘unwritten law’’ that 
has always existed, which is that it is regarded as against pub- 
lic policy to appoint any one minister to the country of their 
nativity. 

In politics as well as in business, Senator Ericson always 
had high ideals which he lived up to. A notable instance of 
this is, when urged by many of his friends near the close of his 
first service as State Senator to become a candidate for re- 
nomination, he positively declined because of a tacit under- 
standing between the two counties of Story and Boone that 
they should alternate in sending a representative to the State 
Senate from that district, composed of those two counties. -No 
argument could induce him to violate that compact, and his 
successor was chosen from Story county. 


In July, 1903, he was appointed chairman of the Seandi- 
navian Relief Committee to assist the famine stricken dis- 
tricts of Northern Scandinavia, which committee was success- 
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ful in raising large amounts for that purpose, his services in 
this respect being recognized in a letter from Governor A. 
B. Cummins, in the following language: 


The success of the plan must be credited, in a large measure, 
to your patriotic and intelligent labors. For this work, and in 
behalf of suffering humanity, I thank you. 


In 1904 Senator Ericson was appointed a member of the 
Towa Commission for the Louisiana Purchase Centennial Ex- 
position. As a member of such Commission he had charge of 
the dairy and apiary department, and his business skill and 
judgment were shown to a remarkable degree, as it proved to 
be one of the best managed departments, especially with ref- 
erence to its finances, of the entire exhibition. 


On the fiftieth anniversary of Senator Ericson’s settlement 
in Boone county, at a banquent given to his friends in the 
Masonic Temple at Boone, the love and esteem in which he 
was held by his many friends, especially those who knew him 
best, was brought out in toast after toast. The following ex- 
tract from one prepared by Mr. C. 8. Mason, who had known 
Senator Ericson for so many years, pays him one of the high- 
est compliments that could be paid to a friend, and his knowl- 
edge of the man and his character and manner of life was such 
as to enable him to draw a most faithful picture of his worth 
and work: 


Men often criticise; sometimes they flatter. Avoiding both, ’tis 
my desire to speak the truth, for he who even roughly paints a 
picture, using brush, or pen, or lips, should first of all paint true. 
In such a spirit I approach the pleasing task I have undertaken, 
and, happily, in this case there is little incentive to over-state the 
facts or over-paint the picture, for in the life and character and 
record of our friend, the truth is an all-sufficient eulogy. Should 
I say he is a king of finance, you would not believe me; should 
I report him possessing, far above his fellows, the qualities of 
great statesmanship, I would not believe myself; or, should I pic- 
ture him possessed of genius, he would perhaps laugh me to scorn; 
but when I say that in finance he ig wise and just and withal 
merciful, I am saying that which I suppose you now believe; and 
when I say that he has prought to the performance of his public 
duties the same test of high manhood and good intentions that 
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has guided him in business affairs, I am saying that which I 
believe will meet the approval of his conscience and win for me 
the smile of approbation. 

Is this man wise? I know of no better test than to apply the 
record. Born in a humble home across the sea, he left when young 
the confines of the old world that he might stand upon the shores 
of the new, where, looking out upon a splendid age, in a splendid 
republic, he might search for a place where he could struggle 
and perhaps achieve. Fate or some subtle influence that we 
cannot explain, led him to locate near this vicinity, and for fifty 
years he has gone in and out among, and been one of the people 
of this community. I think it fair to estimate that in all those 
years he has averaged ten business transactions daily; one hundred 
and fifty thousand business transactions with his neighbors and 
the people among whom he lives, and if about a single one there 
is a taint, or even a suspicion of dishonesty, then has my informa- 
tion been at fault. Surely such a business record as this is one 
of which he or any man may well be proud. Not only has he 
gained high reputation for business honesty, but in a larger way 
he has achieved success in that he has succeeded first in winning 
the kind regards, and in more recent years, the loving esteem 
of a great majority of the better class of people among whom he 
lives. To such an extent is this true, that the people have 
delighted to place upon him political honors and have asked of 
him the performance of important political duties. Not only 
has he gained a high reputation for business honesty, and gained 
the respect of the people in all the other matters of which I 
speak, but during these years he has been gathering together in an 
enterprising way and without in the least injuring others, that 
which we believe to be a sufficient competency which has enabled 
him not only to meet generously the many, many requirements 
made upon men of reasonable wealth, but has enabled him in 
more recent years to do those things which he hopes, and which 
we believe, will redound to the benefit of this and other communi- 
ties for many years to come. Surely such a record as I have 
briefly, and I trust, truthfully described, needs little comment. 


Is our friend kind beyond the average man? Upon this point 
I have testimony, and first I will place upon the stand yourselves, 
and ask if, in the few or many years you have known him, there 
has not been some one, perhaps many, occasions, when, by kind 
words or some kindly act, he has won the affection of your heart 
and gained the confidence of your understanding. There are many 
witnesses I should like to call whom I cannot secure, for many 
of them are resting under the infirmities of old age and living 
quietly in their declining years in the homes and upon the farms 
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that the kindness of our friend has helped to secure, while many 
more have finished their work and made their record and have 
gone home to their reward and rest within their graves in dif- 
ferent portions of this country; and, as I cannot present to you 
their testimony, permit me briefly to call attention to it second 
hand. First and last and at different times, and not by design, 
but accidentally or in a casual way, I have heard from the lips 
of at least twenty different men, the story of the help they have 
received from our kind friend. Some. have spoken of these obliga- 
tions without any show of sentiment, while others have shown 
upen their faces that there was within them the spirit of grati- 
tude. If, in a casual way and without design, I have heard from 
the lips of twenty men of the assistance they have received from 
our kind friend, is it not fair to presume that there are in this 
vicinity, living and dead, hundreds who, could they speak to us, 
would add to the volume of our testimony? Permit me to take 
the stand myself. Some years ago our country was swept by a 
financial tornado, the worst financial panic I have ever known; 
great business houses tottered and some fell; and, while the gen- 
eral business interests of the country were to some extent palsied, 
' the fierceness of the storm centered upon those engaged in the 
banking business, for everywhere men seemed to have lost con- 
fidence in banks and in each other; hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars of deposits were drawn from banks and hid away in stockings 
and in safety deposit vaults, and everywhere the depositors in 
- banks were watching for the least sign of danger, that they might 
quickly pounce upon the banks that held their deposits and bring 
to them temporary disaster, if not destruction. At such a time 
as this, the business firm of which I am a member needed funds. 
I spoke to a banker of this town about it, and quickly, almost 
_ fiercely, got his refusal. A little later I saw our friend and spoke 
briefly of our needs and said, “I guess I will have to ask you for 
gome money.” He said, “How much?” I replied that temporarily 
two or three thousand dollars would answer. Drawing a long 
breath that was mighty near a sigh, and speaking in a tone of 
almost pleading, he said, “Keep it as near two thousand as you 
ean.” Any man can assist another when it is in his regular line 
_ of business and for his profit to do so. There are here and there 
some, perhaps in the aggregate many, who, upon some occasion, 
will assist their fellow men even though the element of profit 
does not attach to the transaction; but there are mighty few men 
in all the world, nor have there ever been, nor will there be in 
all the years to come those who, in time of storm and stress and 
danger, will weaken their own position that they may extend a 
helping hand to a business acquaintance. I presume the trans- 
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action I speak of was forgotten by our friend within an- hour, 
for he had other important matters on his mind; but I did not so 
soon forget, nor have I yet forgotten, nor will I forget, during 
all the years that are spared me, for I thought then, and it seems 
to me now, it was a bright spot in the midst of surrounding gloom, 
and an oasis in the desert of human selfishness. 

I have a grandson who bears my name. I hope through him 
the name may be continued; yes, in a broader sense, I hope through 
him the family name I bear, and which is now held by so few 
living representatives, may be carried into future generations 
where possibly it may become an honored name among the people; 
so I feel for that boy great interest, and I would make for him 
great sacrifices, if thereby I could surround him with the influence 
and furnish him that training which would secure for him in future 
years the qualities of good citizenship, and I have often thought, 
and think today, that if, among all the men I know or have ever 
known, East or West, I was obliged to select the one man of all 
others whose traits of character, of mind and heart and brain, 
and whose every quality, good and bad, the boy must emulate and 
‘at last attain to, my choice would fall on our kind friend. Surely 
no higher words of praise than that can I bestow. 


A pebble tossed upon the placid surface of a lake creates a 
ripple that broadens, widens, extends until it is said there is 
a ripple on the other shore. A man’s good deeds live after him, 
broadening, widening, extending, losing perhaps their identity, 
but working in harmony with other good influences—working on 
and on and on, and who shall say that these good influences will 
not continue to do their office in the world until the end of time? 


Our friend has led a clean and manly and useful life, worthy 
the emulation of young men; and, in more recent years, he has 
been able to set in motion good influences which he hopes, and 
we believe, will work for the civilization and the improvement of 
mankind when he shall have passed away; and who shall say 
that the good influences he hath thus set in motion will not 


continue in some way, working on and on until the records of 
time shall cease? | 


Senator Ericson’s death called forth many comments on his 
life; such as: 


Boone News-Repusrican: He cared for his fellow men sin- 
cerely and was always doing something for them. But he was 
not simply good, he was forceful and energetic, A wonderful 
dynamic energy held sway under a calm and quiet exterior. 
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His peculiar claim to genius, however, lay in his ability to 
succeed in whatever he undertook. 

Loyal to his friends and to his city, he never had a thought 
that his large and growing competence made any chasm between 
him and his poorest acquaintance. He was a man to all men, 


honorable, considerate and cordial. 
& 


Tn another article by the same paper, entitled ‘‘A Christian 
Viking’’: 


History records that his Scandinavian progenitors gave birth 
to the dynasty that has ruled Russia for many generations; their 
blood also percolates in the veins of Germany’s emperor, and even 
in the lines of Queen Victoria, down to the young king of Britain, 
George V. How remarkable that in the course of human trans- 
formation throughout the ages, this bold, warlike, and often cruel, 
nation of men, should produce a man, who, in the walks of official 
and commercial life, should set an example of honor and success 
far above all the warlike achievements of his race and its early 
history. 


The Register and Leader, commenting on his record, said: 


In his business career Senator Ericson demonstrated what a 
poor boy, with no capital but his hands, his head and his strong 
courage, can achieve in this great land of opportunity. In his 
career as a citizen he demonstrated to what heights of loyalty and 
devotion to an adopted nation and commonwealth a foreign born 
youth may attain. In business he won every success and a boun- 
tiful share of this world’s goods; in public life he was accorded 
the very highest distinction by fellow citizens year after year. He 
was a true custodian of the wealth that came into his hands, and 
no man in lowa ever gave more generously and wisely of his means 
for the promotion of the happiness and welfare of the people. He 
was true to every official trust imposed in him, and he rendered 
his State and his country notable service as a public servant. 
He was true to every obligation as neighbor and friend, and help- 
ful always to those about him. 


In a letter to his daughter Lorena from Rev. Emil Benson, 
pastor of the Swedish Lutheran Church, Rochester, N. Y.— 
one of the many young men in whom he had taken an interest 
—we find the following: 

What I am and the position I now hold, I owe to the kindness 


and generosity of your departed father, the respected senator, 
who gave me the educational start. 
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His former pastor, Rev. Scott W. Smith, of Cedar Rapids 
wrote as follows: 


I have always honored him as a lover of our Saviour and a 
friend of man, and have always rejoiced when word came of some 
new benefaction which his generosity had provided in the way of 
school and library endowment; and his memory will always be 
one of my precious possessions. He was a great help and inspira- 
tion to me in my work—never obtrusive with counsel or critical 
in his judgments, but quietly helpful in every undertaking for 
the advancement of the work of our church. 


The esteem in which Senator Ericson was held by his 
associates in travel during the last four months of his life, 
is evidenced by the following extracts from letters received by 
his daughter, Lorena Ericson, after his death, and is voiced, 
I am sure, by all who knew him: 


Paut S. JuNKIN, Creston, Iowa: The state of Iowa suffered a 
great loss in the death of Senator Erickson. The Iowa people on 
the “Cleveland” were charmed by his simplicity and sincerity, and 
impressed by his ability, and made friends with everyone be- 
cause of his sterling worth. We all felt a personal loss in his 
death. 


Rev. D. EH. Lorenz, New York: I merely want to add my tes- 
timony to the fact of the high esteem in which he was held by 
everyone on the “cruise.”” He spoke several times to our travelers’ 
club held on shipboard. I, personally, had every reason to admire 
and respect him, and the news of his death came to me as a real 
sorrow. I am sure it is a noble legacy to leave behind a life so 
useful to his country, 


Mrs. Carnertne M. Kererer, Rockford, Illinois: He contrasted 
the present voyage with its luxury to the one he had taken when 
he first came over; also described most entertainingly his audience 
with the King of Sweden. We surely are not justified in closing 
our doors to the foreigner who may prove ag valuable and loyal 
an American citizen as your father. That he was one of God’s 
noblemen, his will indicates. 


Mrs. M. Jennie Hopeson, Chicago: I consider him one of the 
most intellectual men on our cruise. We all esteemed him most 
highly, and said “goodbye” to him with sincere regret. He talked 
to me many times about you, and what he had purchased for “my 
daughter,” ag he so loved to call you. “A Christian Viking’— 
what an appropriate name! 
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Senator Ericson’s cherished desire to add to his extended 
travels the cruise around the world, referred to in the above 
extracts, was gratified, when, on July 30, 1910, he reached 
his home in Boone, having left the January previous. Taken 
suddenly ill the evening of August 2d, three days following 
his return, in spite of medical aid, he died Sunday morning, 
August 7, 1910. So closed the career of one whose Christian 
character has made the world better; one who enjoyed the 
esteem and love of all who knew him, and of whom it can 
be said, as some one has so beautifully expressed it: 


‘“To look into some eyes 
teaches us faith— 

They are so true; 

The sound of some voices 
lessens pain 

Which is life’s due; 

The touch of some hands 
helps us live 

Our whole lives through.’’ 
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JOURNAL OF A. W. HARLAN WHILE CROSSING THE 
PLAINS IN 1850. 


A JouRNAL OF CALLIFORNIA BOUND IN COMPANY WILBURN WILSON, 
JAMres Winson, Micuart Dust & A. W. HARLAN.* 


1850 
Wed May 1st left Athens Mo. 11 o’clock A. M. & camped at 
Irvine Wilsons. Made about 12 miles 12 


Thur May 2nd traveled 12 miles & camped at Wm Wriggles 
worths 12 


Fri 3rd traveled 12 miles & camped at Freezes(?) 12 


Sat 4th traveled 17 miles & camped 1% miles west of 
Drakesvilles, one yoke of oxen ran away. snowing 
next morning 17 


Sun Sth traveled about 15 miles and camped on a branch 
of Soap Creek. the best grass that we have seen. 
a white frost & ice 4 in nextm - 15 


Mon Gth lay by all day. The wind blew a gale and rain 
j came on at night 


Tues 7th a drizling rain until 9 o’clock A. M. we then 
started. the wind blowed brisk & cooll. traveled 
over beautiful rolling rich prearie. took. the left 
hand at Dodges point. went three miles further 
and camped at the goose pond on Chariton. 
rained at night. made 23 m. frosted 23 


Wed 8th we traveled 12 miles over beautiful rich prearie 
& camped on a small branch of Chariton. grass 
scarce a white frost next morning and all the 
mud on the waggon wheels froze hard 12 


‘Aaron Word Harlan was one of the best known pioneers of south- 
eastern Iowa, having arrived at Fort Des Moines (now Montrose) as a 
servant in 1834. Engaged in merchandising at Keosauqua in 18387, set- 
tled on the Half Breed tract and acted as the local agent of Charles 
Mason, emigrated to California during the gold rush, served from the 
day of the battle of Athens when he was fifty-one years of age for nearly 
four years in the Union Army in the Twenty-first Regiment Missouri 
eee as nen pect sa ee Croton and remained an active partic- 

nt witness of events until his de - 
dredth year on the 30th day of April, 1911. : a ae ee 


Thur 9th 


Fri 10th 


May Sat 11th 


Sund 12th 


Mond 13th 


Tues 14th 


Ha el 
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traveled 10 miles and stopped on the open prearie. 
boiled the tea kettles with rosin weeds. 10 o’clock 
at night all our cattle broek from the waggon 
to the N. W. we stopped them in good time. cold 
North wind at night, slight frost 10 


we traveled about 12 miles on the main road 
to Garden Grove then went 4 miles of from the 
road down the creek to find grass for our cattle 12 
here William Allen of Lee County Iowa turned 
back & Alfred Allen joined Lapsleys crew, put 
in two yoke of oxen making 5 men and 6 yoke 
of oxen to one waggon 


took up a ride without any road. in about 5 miles 
struck the road and traveled 20 miles & camped 
on a small stream that I supposed ran into the 
Des Moines, Squaw creek of 3 rivers, roads dry 
and dusty—a strong wind all day from the N 
West 20 


grass being scarce we yoked up & traveled about 
3 miles, fell in with Hines. stopped on a small 
brook. The grass rather poor. we will keep the 
sabbath the ballance of the day.—But Lapsleys 
team came along and we followed on about 10 
miles further in all. 13 m to day & camped on 
a small branch of Grand river 13 


this day our road lay over very rolling prearie 
the points thin and almost covered with red 
granite even where there had been no wash. we 
made about 7 miles headway though we have 
traveled 10. passed through Pisgah, a mormon 
settlement on one branch of Grand River consist- 
ing of some 50 or 60 miserable huts & turned 
down the river about a mile to graze. weather ' 
hot roads dusty & grass wilted iF¢ 


we took the plainest road. it had been made by 
teams turning off for grass—though it was the 
wrong road—we lost 4 miles by it. our road today 
lay over very rolling though rich prearie. a great 
many teams in sight winding over the prearie 
hills and looking over this vast expanse of 
prearie & beholding the energy of our people I 
look forward to the time that it will all be sub- 
dued, fenced with wire and hedges and every 


Wed 15th 


Thur 16th 


Fri 17th 


Sat 18th 
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farmer will have his own chemical aparatus— 
and with a little manuel labour—burn water for 
fuel—we have crossed the last branch of Grand 
river—made— 13 mn 


To day our road has been over gently rolling 
prearie, the swales deep & muddy the axels of 
the waggon often dragging in the mud. seaps or 
springs along the sloughs—stock water will al- 
ways be plenty and good both winter and sum- 
mer. wells could be got anywhere almost. trav- 
eled 20 miles and crossed one branch of the Nod- 
doway River and turned of a half mile and then 
drove to grass in 20 


we Jeft our encampment on the East fork of 
Noddoway. crossed the middle fork in 5 miles— 
and in 15 m more encamped on the west fork. 
20 miles in all 20 
rolling prearie, rich sandy soil, water plenty, 
grass growing better. The wind blew a hurri- 
cane all day. the dust flew like the prearie on 
fire. the wild plum bushes just in bloom. one 
of our oxen was snake bit in the morning. an 
old settler says there has been no rain for 6 
weeks 


this morning our snake bit ox was to lame to 
carry the yoke, we therefore had to drive him 
single. we left the Noddoway, in about 7 miles, 
crossed a branch I supposed to be the Nishna- 
botany. in 9 miles further we cross quite mill 
stream—The E F of Noddoway. here we fell in 
with the travel from Raccoon—forty waggons in 
sight at a time. went 2 miles out in the prearie 
& camped. traveled in all about 18 miles 18 


we left our prearie encampment, crossed several 
small streams and the west or main branch of 
the Nishnebotany, then went 2 miles out in the 
prearie to camp—in all— 18 m 
The wind blew strong from the North. here an 
old settler says there has been no rain for 7 
weeks—very dusty. Rich rolling prearie, water 
plenty—seaps or springs along all the branches— 
danger of cattle mireing 


Sund 19th 


Mond 20th 


Tues 21st 


Wed 22nd 


Thurs 23d 


Fri 24th 
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this day we crossed several small streams—Silver 
creek, a few mormons liveing there—traveled 
about 15 miles 15 
rich rolling prearie, water plenty—today we saw 
the Missouri River and those peculiar knobs of 
clay on top of the hills either eaten or washed 
into irregularities hard to account for. a hot day, 
strong S. W. wind. a great thunder storm at 
night. camped on keg creek 


we wound our way through Carter town among 
the hills then through Kaneville and 8 miles more 
to the bottom—in all— 15 m 
Those bluffs are fertile and of Plutonian mecha- 
nism, in fact miniature mountains from 100 to 300 
feet high covered with grass and a few trees in 
the sheltered places, affording a beautiful pros- 
pect. today has been cloudy & chilly with a strong 
east wind. we are now here at the upper ferry 
to the Bluffs. crossed Musquito creek. There is 
no good grass within three miles of Kanesville 
on either side 


to day we have all lay by waiting for Henshaw 
& Rollins. we are not yet organized into a com- 
pany. I have spent most of the day wandering 
over these Romantic Bluffs 


we waited for Henshaw until 10 o’clock, then 
went to the ferry 4 miles. by being late others 
crowded in and we have had to wait another day 
by so doing. we are not yet organized. we have 
had a great rain at night and continued until after 
8 o’clock this morning, high wind from S E 4 


it was afternoon before the ferries were in opera- 
tion. our company crossed over, traveled 6 miles 
to a good camping ground, wood and plenty, 
grass better—fine rolling prearie. a strong S H 
wind all day 6 


To day we crossed Pappeau creek at noon, 15 ft 
wide, and ferried Elkhorn. in the afternoon went 
2% miles and camped on a small creek. trav- 
eled about 20 miles 20 
in the forenoon those cones near the Missouri on 
our right were in sight some distance, bearing a 
resemblance to the Bluffs—fine rolling prearie— 
well watered—we are now on the main plat 


Sat 25th 


Sund 26th 


Mond 27th 
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[Platte] bottom—a brisk south wind to day, all 
hands cheerful. we now consider ourselves fairly 
on the way for Callifornia 


our road to day has been level though some of 
it quite muddy. we are now going up the bottom 
of the Big Platt from 5 to 8 miles wide, mostly 
very rich but some of it sandy and some of it 
to wet for cultivation. on our right several miles 
the highland rises gentle & beautiful prehaps 80 
or 100 feet high in all, but straight ahead there 
is seemingly no end to dead level. a part of the 
time [to]day there has been timber on our left 
near the river and ridges of sand among the timber 
some 15 to 25 feet high, evedently thrown there 
by the water of the Platt, also some considerable 
ridges of sand out in the open prearie. The Platt 
is a moveing bed of quick sand of all depths, & 
width from % of a mile wide to less than 200 
yds, with banks from 8 to 5 feet high. several 
pools or little lakes near the river on our left 
we have organized into a company at last 

16 m 
To day we have traveled about 18 miles & saw 
a Pawnee village on the opposite side of the 
River—the land and grass both good. weather 
pleasant and camped on shell creek. it was very 
high & we pulled our waggons over by hand 18 
On our left rolled down the mighty Platt 

A broad sheet of turbid waters 


And still beyond were hills and vales 
The home of the Pawnee daughters 

On our right stretched forth an extensive plain 
As level as the ocean 

The Bluffs beyond, the mirage between 
The hills all seemed in motion’ 


And in our front was an open space 
With full scope to the vision 

Here in the center still rolling ahead 
Was our split log division 


to day we have traveled about 18 miles and en- 
camped on a clear lake near the Platt. this morn- 
ing we had another great storm of rain & thunder. 
I waded through water near % of a mile. cold 
N W wind in the afternoon. Last night I mounted 


& stood guard for the first time—very cold this 
morning 18 
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we traveled 38 miles to the Loup fork of the 
Platt & ferried, then went up said stream 6 
miles & camped on the banks 9m 
it is generally 5 or 6 hundred yards wide, filled 
with very white quick sand and snags. the water 
much clearer than the main Platt. the Bluffs back 
are evidently diminishing in height. The sand 
banks show that this stream occasionally raises 
to a wonderful height 


we still traveled up the Loup about 25 miles with 
a succession of sand hills on our left from 30 to 
50 feet high, consisting of single cones and ridges 
of white sand with some flats and pools between. 
there is a similar ridge of them on the main 
Platt from 40 rods to 2 miles wide, then there 
is a rich valley of land between. them in shape 
resembling a sad iron. on the north of the loup 
the hills at a distance appear to be clay with a 
few scattering oak, the first in 100 miles 25 


to day we have traveled about 22 miles between 
the: Loup and Main Platt, sometimes very sandy, 
some wet land and soome gentle rises of almost 
pure sand and a good deal of good land. high 
sand hills on our left hand all day. to night we 
are encamped ona considerable flat of good clay 
soil but lots of sand down about 4 feet. the high 
lands north of the loup are visible but not a 
single stick of timber. we drink water out of a 
small puddle full of wiggle tails ae 


late last evening Wm Freeman & McCown came 
in from hunting and reported a village of Prearie 
Dogs near by. next morning it was the wish of 
many of [us] to see them. we went and killed sev- 
eral. they seem to feed on grass and roots. we 
have seen many antelopes but as yet have killed 
none. yesterday and to day we have seen many 
Buffaloe trails—from 5 to 15 paths side by side 
very straight and worn deep into the ground. as 
yet we have not seen any Buffaloe. we traveled 
west for some 5 miles, then struck the Mormon 
track, then South West some six miles all through 
sand hills. we then struck the flats near the Big 
Platte. I could not see south of the river but at 
5 o'clock P. M. the sand hills on our rear were 
invisible and H. W. and N. as far as the eye 
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could extend it was almost a perfect level of rich 
black dry though rather sandy soil. we are en- 
camped near the Big Platte. Grass is very good. 
I saw yesterday where some emigrants had been 
mowing. traveled 22 m 


we traveled up the Platt near the timber and are 
camped in the edge of the timber. have made 
about 16 miles headway. in about five miles we 
crossed Wood river, a pretty mill stream. I have 
seen great quantities of the sensitive plants to 
day. there is a flat or low bottom near the river 
subject to overflow, then the land rises gradually 
—sometimes abrupt about 20 feet. generally rich 
sandy loam from 20 inches to 3 ft deep, then 


gravel below though sometimes clay on the sur- 
face. in short I have this day seen the largest 


body of good land that I ever saw resembling 
the second bottoms of the Miami or Whitewaters 
in Ohio and Indiana. The Bluffs in the north 
are barely visible about 10 miles distant but 
whether clay or sand I am unable to say 16 


to day we have all hands laid by & overhauled 
our loading. in ours we found all right excepting 
about 10 lb of bread on the lower side of one 
sack. done up some washing and John Gray 
killed a hare. some of the other companies killed 
Buffaloes in our neighbourhood. this is keeping 
Sabbath after a manner on the first of the week 
instead of the seventh as commanded 


Started early and had not proceeded more than 
a half mile until a loose horse of Mitchells came 
galloping up and frightened a Mr. Mendenhalls 
team. they started to runaway—their running 
and the rattling of the waggon started others— 
it became contagious and in half a minute nine 
teams were under way. old oxen that had never 
runaway before sprung to it like quarter horses. 
we stopped them after a time, all well excepting 
Bennings team—another team run against them 
and knocked down three oxen. one of their horns 
stuck in the ground and broke his neck. two 
others slightly injured. the land has been gen- 


erally very good, the second bottom from 5 to 8. 


miles wide. a considerable scope has been in- 
crusted by salt, salt-petre, copperas, ete, and lit- 
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erally torn to pieces by Buffaloes. quite recently 
we passed through a succession of prearie dog 
villages & one city. we have traveled about 20 
miles to day & cooked our suppers and breakfasts 
with green willow brush. rained hard all the 
afternoon & most all night 20 


The width of the valley is materially deminished, 
prehaps six miles wide here, a portion subject to 
overflow. we have traveled about 14 miles and 
camped on elm creek near the head of Grand 
island. this afternoon about 2 o’clock it com- 
menced raining hard and has poured down with 
but little intermission in perfect torrents all 
night. the cattle were very uneasy all night re- 
quireing additional guarding. a double cover on 
the waggons but partially answers the purpose— 
our bedding all wet and some of our provisions 
also. five of our men went out on a Buffaloe 
hunt & killed one poor little cow to poor for use, 
they were caught in the rain storm and did not 
reach our encampment until 11 o’clock at night. 
the little creek on which we are, raised about 9 
feet perpendicular. there is no end seemingly to 
the prearie dogs 14 


we have had a drizling rain all day & conse- 
quently laid by. there are several varieties of 
Prickley pear in this vicinity (and to me) new 
kinds of grass, weeds, etc. There are many dead 
Buffaloe scattered over the plains. Some of them 
appear to have died from poverty and some have 
been shot for amusement 


our cattle were inclined to Stampede so we rolled 
out early, went 6 miles to Dry creek. it lacked 
only nine feet of answering to its name, with a 
swift current. we set stakes & stretched ropes 
& chains across & built a bridge of willow brush, 
rolled our waggons over by hand, swam our 
teams across. by this time there was 60 other 


' waggons waiting. we loaned them our chains, 


ropes & bridge & left. the running of a horse to 
day made 4 teams runaway—no harm done. we 
could not get to the old road for sloughs but 
have traveled about 12 miles through water & 
grass and camped in open prearie without any 
thing to raise a fire this morning 18 
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The country maintains its beauty in the valley 
here from 6 to 10 miles wide. the hills are get- 
ting more sandy. there are but few flowers in 
bloom. the plains are filled with men hunting 
stray cattle—almost every company have had 
stampedes & many waggons broken 22 


to day the sand hills approach much nearer the 
river. the country is getting poorer and more 
broken. there is only a few scattering trees along 
the Platt. the vegetation is all new to me. we 
have traveled about 20 miles, camped in the 
bottom 20 


this day we have [travelled] about 22 miles 
through poor country. here the Platt is about as 
wide as the Mississippi at New Orleans, but very 
shallow. by the Mormon guide we here expected to 
find the last timber but all had been used up by 
others ahead of us so we must go about 200 miles 


‘without any provisions cooked up yet all hands 


are cheerful 22 


This day we have traveled about 21 miles & 
crossed the North Bluff fork for 50 yds wide. the 
bottoms low & wet, the hills all sand & broken. 
this morning our hunters came in loaded with 
Buffaloe meat and we have all been feasting on 
it. they report haveing seen many wild horses, 
generally fine steeds, one especially a black stal- 
lion, as something extra he came near them at 
first then left with the speed of the wind. those 
sand hills are almost covered with Buffaloe, 
horses, antelope, Hares, wolves, lizzards & terra- 
pins and could be made to produce cottonwood 
& Blac* locust timber 21 


To day the Platt has looked more like a common 
river running alternately from Bluff to Bluff, the 
bottoms generally low and wet. Our road has 
been mud and sand hills, the sand frequently six 
inches deep. traveled about 21 m’ 


This morning a large herd of Buffaloe were quietly 
grazeing in the bottom near our encampment & 
others on the hills. on the south side of the river 
there is a lime Stone Bluff (the first rock I have 
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seen since we left Pizgah in Iowa) There was a 
respectable number of cedar trees growing among 
the rocks. The country here changes its appear- 
ance. limestone appears on the north side, the 
Bottoms high & sandy. the river is much nar- 
rower, say 600 yds, with but few isleands. this 
evening L. B. Mitchell & Wm Philips came in 
loaded with Buffaloe meat, I saw roses in Bloom. 
we have traveled about 20 miles 


to day we crossed Castle Creek 50 yds wide. the 
bluffs on the S Side of Platte still continue rocky 
with a few scattering cedar bushes. the rocks show 
on the N side occasionally. we passed the Noted 
lone tree, a large cedar with most of the limbs 
cut off, the body much mutilated with names cut 
and penciled. one island with cedars of good size 
growing on it. I daily take my sack to gather 
Buffaloe chips as the Israelites did the Manna. 
Grass is becomeing very poor. traveled 19 m 


I examined the rocks on the N Side of the river, 
found some bastard limestone but mostly soft sand- 
tone scarce deserving the name, all of them 
worthless as the land around them, this evening 
some timber appears on top of the bluff south side, 
probably pine. the road for the last hundred 
miles has been strewed with wagon irons, cooking 
Stoves etc. traveled 21 m 


this morning I left camp before the teams to take 
a ramble over the cobble hills. they’ consist of, 
cones of rocks of various kinds almost covered 
with gravel & sand and look like they were one 
hundred thousand years old. the word desert 
would form but a poor Idea of their Sterility, yet 
there were many flowers blooming among them. 
T had a view of chimne} rock some 20 miles dis- 
tant. (it was 33 miles) . saw several Bumble 
bees but no honey bees. T also saw the largest ants 
by 1-3 that I ever saw, also saw a new species of 
ant with heads & jaws 3 times as large as usual. 
they always carry gravel instead of dirt. we 
have traveled 19 miles to day & camped on the 
river bank among good grass 19 
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we have kept Sabbath most of the day and traveled 
this afternoon 10 miles and are encamped in full 
view of chimney rock so often described. the 
country at a distance has quite a broken ap- 
pearance. there are many Isolated Masses of 
rocks in sight in the South at great distance. re- 
semble the ruins of Splendid edifices and as we 
travel they gradually change their resemblance 
from one building to. another. we have tolerably 
good grass to night 10 m 


This morning as the fog had partially cleared 
away we had a splendid view of a group of isolated 
rocks some 23 miles west of us representing a 
magnificent City in ruins with streets and all its 
appendages. when the fog had entirely cleared 
away they were out of view for some miles, then 
in sight again. distance lent enchantment to the 
view but now we are near them they an ugly mass 
of ill shaped rocks. Philips horse got the saddle 
under her belly, broke and run, frightened the 
oxen and seven teams ranaway at once. we trav- 
eled over some midling land this afternoon. trav- 
eled about 20 miles & camped in good grass 20 


we have traveled our 20 miles, passed Scotts Bluffs. 
the weather in morning very cold, rain, hail and 
snow. at 1 o’clock very hot. rain in the evening. 
miserable poor Country except where the ground 
is nearly level with the river and then the grass is 
good. some few willows now begin to appear on 
the islands. even here log chains are not worth 
picking up, our company haveing passed four 
of them & left them lying there 20 


to day we have passed many sand hills on our 
right, totally destitute of vegetation, very soft. 
white & clean. we have passed many cottonwood 
stumps but no timber. the Black hills are now 


in full view. we have I might say no grass to 
night. 


The rugged Black hills now rise in view 
Beyond are snow capped mountains 

We'll leave this desert to welcome you 
For sake of your cooling fountains 19. 
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To day we have traveled about 11 miles and camped 
near fort Larimie on the opposite side of the River. 
searcely any grass. the ferry has been cut loose 
& lost. on tomorrow they expect to have a new 
boat in operation. there are pretty conclusive 
reports of cholerea on the S Side of the River 
& at the fort. there are many waggons near and 
hourly increasing—many have gone up the river 
to try finding a new route, we have had a severe 


rain & hail storm to day 14 

496 m 

The Mormon guide makes the distance 522 miles 
496 

26 miles 


less by my reckoning (we saved some in ferrying 
loup fork) 


we are still lying by waiting to ferry. they are 
very slow about business. The Platt here is about 
400 yds from bank to bank, pretty well filled with 
isleands. runs I should think 12 miles an hour 
at this stage the bars are cobble stones yet move 
about like quick sand 


I strolled about 3 miles from camp on to a high 
peak to view the country hereabouts & the black 
hills in the distance. every thing except the gar- 
rison buildings looked dillapidated and time worn. 
we have run the ferry all night & crossed 6 wag- 
gons before our 15 which makes 21 in all. dis- 
tance about 250 yds over 12 ft water, a current of 
fifteen miles an hour, and but few of us have 
closed our eyes. we are at fort Laramie on sunday 
morning June 23 our cattle yet to swim 


left Laramie, traveled over four ridges in 10 
miles, came to a cove, or sink of considerable ex- 
tent of tolerable grass. went on to the warm 
springs & camped & drove our cattle back to the 
cove, the guard went to sleep and lost 80 head of 
them. we have found all of them again. These 
warm springs are in the bed of a dry creek it 
treaks up in white sand and runs of quite a 
creek it is but little warmer than river water 
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we left the warm springs, traveled over a country 
of cobble hills, crossed the beds of several dry 
streams, found a little of stinking water in Bit- 
terwood creek so named from a species of wil- 
low growing there in abundance. we made a 
prearie encampment, no water. traveled about 20 
miles. this morning the weather was clear and 
warm. at 10 the fog commenced accumulateing on 
the top of Laramie peak and soon grew to a 
thunder storm. this is the first time I havé seen 
the sight. the grazeing very poor. 20 


This morning we left early, went seven miles to 
horse creek. found plenty of good water, grazed 
2 hours without grass. ‘yoked up and went 18 
miles further to Labontea creek, then drove the 
cattle 1 mile down the creek to some grass, 
(water good). the road has been horrible bad to 
day. the clouds hung on laramie peake nearly 
all day. at 3 o’clock in the afternoon the sun 
shone out, we had a splendid view of the hillyes 
country entirely all in beautiful confusion. to 
day we found. the horns of the mountain Sheep 
and also the mountain goat. elk horns are be- 
coming plenty—wWe had seen but few since leaveing 
the Council Bluffs. our whole days travel 25 m 


To day we lay by all day. the hills in this 
vicinity present pretty conclusive evidence of 
haveing at sometime been burned and am of 
opinion that it is from such places in times of 
great rains and of overflowing the bottoms has left 
the deposites of alkalie along down the Platte. 
the country here is more clayey than heretofore, 
the foundation seems clay. the cobble stones 
seems to have been washed on when submerged by 
water then the hills raised by Plutonian agency. 
there are ma[n]y old dead trunks of pines & old 
pine trees and scarcely any young pines or cedars 


we traveled over very broken country yet we 
wound our way through almost miraculously. 
crossed the Alaprelle, a pretty stream, water 
plenty, & went about 1 mile out to camp, grass 
poor, travel 20 m 
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To day we have traveled about 18 miles. country 
poor and broken in this vicinity. the crickets 
are quite plenty. this morning I gathered a 
handful of the blue bloomed perrenial flax, quite 
plenty. artimesa makes its appearance. we crossed 
poosh bosh creek. we are camped on deer creek 

18 
We have traveled about 18 miles, tolerable road, 
no grass scarcely. crossed crooked muddy creek 
true to its name. our cattles feet are much worn 
out. we have but two yoke able to work in our 
team. W. Wilson has now been quite sick for two 
days—getting better 18 


To day we have come eight miles to the upper 
ferry on the Patte and are all crossed over safe 
at $3.12 per waggon, our cattle still to swim. we 
now find that we have been swindled in the most 
rascally manner and that the officers of the gar- 
rison at Laramie are concerned. we have come 
the longest & worst road on the poorest feed and 
poor prospect ahead for 50 miles. we have all 
agreed to write to others comeing not to cross 
the Platte at all hereafter. no cholerea on the 
road now 8 


IT looked around on the wreck of waggons & other 
property. it gave me serious reflections. by noon we 
had swam our oxen all over safe and was on the 
march, our road lay over a high barren country of 
sand. at 4 o’clock I went on a high point to our 
left & had an extensive view of the desert around 
us. some 80 or 100 miles N. W. there were high 
mountains and seemed to be capped with snow we 
went 12 miles & took a cup of tea, then went on all 
night. I walked day and night ahead driveing the 
loose stock, I counted 4 disabled oxen yet liveing, 
14 that had died recently & 2 horses, besides old 
carcasses. here I immagined I saw the tracks of 
the Elephant but my eyes were literally filled 
with dust and sand so I could scarcely see the loose 
stock. we are here at the willow springs. our 
day & night travel amounts to 29 miles 29 


we browsed our oxen on wild sage & rue until 
noon, then drove 6 miles to a small branch. no 
grass at all though there has been some. our cattle 
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have nothing to eat. dead oxen are to plenty to 
count any more. I suspect the deaths are mostly 
occasioned by drinking alkalie water 6 


we yoked up our famishing cattle & made about 
10 miles headway, then turned back to our left 14 
miles tc a spring of good water, then drove our 
cattle 2 miles further to poor grass— the sand has 
been generally about shoe mouth deep. we passed 
the salaratus lakes. they were most of them dry 
leaveing an incrustation of salaratus on the ground 
& those nearly dry had a crust on top of the 
water resembling new made ice very much 10 
I had neglected to say we are now among the 
spurrs of the Rocky mountains. they are large 
Isolated Masses of granite interspersed over a 
sandy plain with seams running in every direction. 
I have just returned from the top of one about 
1000 feet high. on a bench half way up there 
was round pebles like a lake shore peble showing 
that they had been washed by waves. near their 
bases there is great quantities of burnt or scori- 
fied granite showing plainly that they are all 
from plutonian agency 


This has been an eventful day with us. there 
was a little difference originated between J. J. 
Benning & Allen of Chequest about the camping 
ground last night. we yoked up our teams this 
morning & started, Benning & Mitchell remaining 
behind, 5 waggons. the rest came on to Inde- 
pendence rock. I left the loose stock and ascended. 
reached the summit at precisely 12 o’clock. Just 
half way to Callifornia and the middle of the 19th 
century. I looked at thousands of names but did 
not see Mr. Freemonts, but I did see my old friends 
name, J. Ralston, June 21st, 1847. we then forded 
Sweet water, the captain then told us the com- 
pany was dissolved. we parted like brothers, 
divideing out into small companies in order to 
procure grass for the oxen. we associated with Mr. 
Lawrence, Ramey & Robinson from Utica, V. B. 
Iowa, the mornings are warm, the afternoons very 
windy & clouds of dust aflying. we passed the 
devils gate and have mad about 13 miles head- 
way 13° 
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This morning we lightened our load by leaveing 
2 axes, 1 chain, 1 yoke, some rosin, some bedding 
& other things & mad a cache of our pork and 
have traveled 8 miles & camped on the bank of 
Sweet water below the narrows. this is the land of 
game—Hlk, antelop & sage hens all in sight. Wil- 
burn Wilson killed a fine Antelope. late in the 
evening we saw at about 2 miles distance 2 steal 
and runaway with 7 horses. 8 


To day we have traveled about 20 miles through 
hot sand 3 to 6 inches deep, and camped on the 
bank of Sweet water. the grass on the plains 
is thin and dried up. on the low land near the 
river it is about 1 inch high and looks as bare as 
a Kentucky goose yard 20 


To day we traveled about 15 miles fording Sweet 
water No 2-3 & 4. at No. 4 we found gold dust in 
considerable quantities though very fine. at 1 
o’clock we turned to the left round a mass of 
rocks and at once had a splendid view of the 
Wind River mountains, the same I saw 
capped with snow glistening in the sunshine. we 
camp on Sweet water, grass short though the 
best we have had in a week 15 


This day we have traveled 22 miles over deep sand 
and gravel. the weather is cold as November, the 
wind blowing a hurricane. the air is filled with fly- 
ing sand & salaratus. we passed two salaratus lakes 
complete incrusted with masses of salaratus. we 
again camp on Sweet water, scarcely any grass 22 


This morning there was frost. a gentle Breese 
from the S W has blown to day. the weather 
pleasant. our road has been very rough to day. 
at the crossing of Strawberry creek there was 
a long bank of snow ten feet deep and Straw 
berries in bloom within a few feet of the snow. 
drift. grass short else 


To day we have traveled about 10 miles & then 
off from the road three miles to graze on Sweet 
water near the mountains. there is plenty of 
snow along the bluff banks of the creek. we are 
now along side of a mass of Snowy mountains 
on our right. they are the same that I mentioned 
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twice before. I first saw them 145 mil itp 2 A 
to day the wind has blowed hard, our eye are 
filled with dust. we are now in tolerable grazeing. 
all hands cheerful. my own feelings seem to [be] 
regulated entirely by the quality of the grass 
around our encampment. The Sweet Water is a 
small stream kept up by melting snow, generally 
60 to 80 feet wide—the valley about 10 miles 
wide, almost entirely a sand plain, the low bot- 
toms from 20 to 80 rods wide, well set with short 
dry grass that is certainly as nutritious as our 
blue grass. the N. side of the mountains that are 
on the S. side of the river are ‘pretty well tim- 
bered with pine about half way up the stream, 
then the is nothing but bar cobble hills 10 


Thurs 11 white frost this morning, forenoon warm, after- 
noon windy. there are many pretty flowers in 
bloom. we have laid by all day & doctored and 
grazed our oxen, our elevation is so great that 
the rays of light from the sun are Visible all the 
night. horned toads are plenty 


Frid 12 more frost. we left our encampment late in the 
day ‘& crossed through the pass. this appears to 
have been in some age of the world a mass of 
lime stone interveneing between the granite forma- 
tions & the whole has been burned. the lime has 
gradually leached away & settled down, forming 
these salaratus lakes & alkalie water & furnish- 
ing the material to support the coral insects & 
build up the reefs of florida and the west indies. 
about the Pacific Springs the ground was literally 
strewed with dead cattle & horns, say 100 within 

' 1 mile. we traveled about 25 miles and camped 


on Little Sandy—there has been grass, there is 
none now 25 


Sat 18 We yo. :d up our starving oxen, went 8 miles on 
to Biz Sandy and then drove them 8 miles back 
to ‘cass towards the mountains. the country is 
a levert that has been all burnt over, leaveing 
oc zasionally Butes of calcined clay, elevated about 
60 to. 80 feet above the usual sand plain. there 
is nothing to indicate the presence of a ranning 
stream. they have narrow winding channels 
through the sand plains 8 
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Suna 4th at 12 oclock M we rolled out, our oxen not quar- 
ter filled. we went on until near sunset, rested 1 
hour, then 1 hour at midnight and 1 hour at 


Mon 15th sunrise, then rolled ahead. at 12 M we reached 
" Green river making in all 53 miles in 24 hours 
without feed. this is going on the atmospheric 

pressure principle, and that all through light 

dust about 3 inches deep, as light as flour and at 

times entirely hideing the whole teams and filling 

our eyes & throats, and scarcely any grass here. 

poor prospect ahead Dev 


Tues 16th we left the ferry at 12 M and drove 8 miles S W 
on to a creek where there had been grass (none 
now). graves wer quite thick and ded cattle 

, everywhere. I made soop from the washings of a 

number of putrid carcasses. the alkalie is very 

thick here and Elephant tracks have been growin 

more plenty for the last 300 miles 8 


Wed 17th we have spent most of the day hunting grass & 
have found some at a considerable distance from 
the road on the same creek. alkalie is very plenty. 
we have made about 6 miles headway 6 


Thurs 18th To day we have laid by (our fare is changed) 
good grass for the oxen and we have fine smooth 
gooseberries for sauce, nearly ripe, & cool water 
to drink from the best of medical springs (sulphur 

\ & oxide of iron) James Wilson is sick 


Frid 19th To day we reached the Mountain side at 12 M. 

cool springs are plenty here. we saw a new species 
‘| of pine & columbia root. The Butes in the S 
| pass are still visible, say 90 miles distant. The 
roads are dry & dusty. we have traveled about 
20 miles the grass is very scarce, at a distance 
from the road. we hive again fell in with Benning, 
Mitchell & company © le 20 


Sat 20 This day we have traveled about 18 miles. the 
road is as rough as Ct well be imagined. we 
nooned on a large creek, there is many groves 
of quakeing asp along here & some small|spots of 
good soil but the climate is to cold & dry, yet vege- 
tation seems to flourish. tie snowdrop is now in 
bloom & many other pretty flowers and banks of 
snow all about, above and below. we are near the 
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summit east of Bear River. the best of water & 
grass midling. we had this afternoon a fine shower, 
a strange occurrence here 18 


This morning at 7 oclock the musquitoes were 
most voraceous. we left at 8. we passed through 
a dense grove of fir & quaking asp & soon reached 
the summit. we had a glorious view of a mass of 
clouds below us in the Bear river valley. they 
soon cleared away and gave us a full view of the 
valley. here some few thousand years ago no 
doubt was a vast chasm of lake that burned with 
fire and brimstone. then it was a horrible pit of 
mirey clay and poison water. there is some mud 
and alkalie yet but thousands of acres of good 
land well set in grass resembling our blue grass 
but more nutritious. such is the changes of time 
it will now soon be the home of the Sheep herd 
and the finest flocks in the world. traveled about 

16 m 


we left our encampment in Smiths fork of Bear 
River and traveled about 6 miles & stopped to 
graze. the Straw. Berries are scare but ripe. some 
service bushes, the fruit green. musquitoes are 
very bad. we caugh[t] a few Speckled [ ] 
from Bear River 6 


we went 6 miles & stopped and razzed our wagon 
bed 3% feet & coupled up shorter, then went 14 
miles over the worst of mountains. crossed many 
pretty rivulets. the mountains have a tolerably 
smooth surface pretty well clothed with grass and 
if there was timber here this would be a desirable 
country. as it is the scenery is most delightful. 
we are again on the banks of Bear River 20 


we left our encampment near Big timber & Great 
Bear Lake. the lake is but a goose pond. the Big 
timber is few Bitterwood 1 foot in diameter and 
about 40 feet high. we have traveled 16 miles & 
crossed many pretty mountain Brooks and eat 
yellow and red currants. the yellow are tart and 
tolerably good, the red ar puckery & poor things. 
the weather is pleasant and the scenery delightful 
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To day we have traveled about 18 miles down 
Bear river. the Bottoms are not so handsome 
but there is a fair supply of timber near the top 
of the mountains 18 
we here met with a caravan of Americans, French 
half breeds, Indians, of two or three kinds, with 
mules, horses, oxen & wagons—squaws and white 


“women, with a portable government forge, some 


government waggons, and no two could give the 
same account of themselves. in short they was a 
pack of whores, rogues & robbers, about 50 per- 
sons & 100 horses 


This day we passed the celebrated Soda Springs 
So ofter described by others, here was another 
motley crew. we have taken the fort Hall road, 
traveled about 15 miles and are camped at a big 
soda spring 

To day we traveled about 9 miles in the fore- 
noon & laid by the ballance of the day on account 
of Mr. Lawrence being sick. our course is to the 
N. W. up a valley of some 6 or 7 miles in width in 
which there is several extinct craters of volcanoes 
that appears to have bursted up after the general 
burning of the country had ceased. there is con- 
siderable portion of the valley quite rich and pro- 
duces a considerable quantity of flax spontaneous- 
ly, blue bloomed and perrenial. the grazeing is 
good, water plenty 9 


To day at 1 o’clock Lawrences waggon was up 
set in 3 ft water in the Bear river valley. at 6 
o’clock we passed the ridge and had a fine view 
of the valley of the Columbia. this evening we 
ar camped on its waters. we have traveled about 
18 miles, water plenty, grass midling 18 


This day we have traveled about 18 miles, the 
road is pretty level but the dust is from 1 to 6 
inches deep with the exception of small portions 
of coarse grass near the creeks. all the rest is 
dried up and looks as bad as the grass does in 
Iowa in the month of November 18 


This day we have traveled about 16 miles passing 
Fort Hall. it is situated in the middle of an 
extensive plain near the Junction of several small 
streams with the main branch of Lewis River. 
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it is all mud even to the roof. we stopped in the 
evening as usual but the musquitoes were so bad 
our cattle became so uneasy that we yoked and 
traveled two miles to where they were not quite 
so bad. M. Dust & J. Wilson are both getting 
about 16 


The first thing this morning was to raise all 
our loading on top the waggon beds & cross Raft 
river, some 50 yds wide. we crossed all safe, then 
went about 100 yds and down steep bank into 
a mud hole. our load being on top all slid for- 
ward into 1 foot water & deep mud below. lost 
part of our sugar. the rest all muddy but not 
seriously injured. the dust has been horrible to- 
day. we have traveled about 17 miles a Wf 


after one mile travel we came to the American 
falls of Lewis R. here the river is nearly as large 
as the Des Moine. it is precipitated over and 
through a ledge of rocks, falling about 40 feet 
in 100 yds, dashing the water into foam and form- 
ing the rainbow above and still a succession of 
Rapids for several miles below. it is a splendid 
sight, traveled about 16m 


Today we have left Lewis River and traveled 
about 11 miles and camped on Cassia Creek. the 
grazeing eat out. we lay by on this afternoon on 
account of Lawrence’ sickness 11 


This day we moved up the creek about 3 miles 
and laid by and grazed. the weather is very hot. 
the roads is extremely dusty 


Today we have travelled up the creek 14 miles and 
found a large scope of excellent grass and laid by 
this afternoon. here we found the Henshaws of 
Missouri and Beckley and Millers of Bonaparte 
and have spent the afternoon in visiting one 
another. all feel quite cheerful and sanguine in 
getting to Callifornia somehow or other, J. Wil- 
son is now well again and Mr. Dust is well ex- 
cept the sore eyes 14 


after traveling about 9 miles this morning our 
road was intersected by the Hudspeth Cut off and 
we find that we have lost no time by going by 
Fort Hall and our teams are in much better con- 
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dition than those that went the cut off. we are 
among the mountains this afternoon again. our 
days travel will be about 18 miles 18 


This morning we left a small creek, the waters of 
Lewis River, and went over a ridge of moderate 
elevation easy of ascent and descent and took 
our nooning on a pretty branch that runs into 
Salt Lake. here is small portions of land suscepti- 
ble of cultivation. there are a few scrubby Cedars 
from 6 to 10 feet high on the mountain sides and 
small parcels of snow— This afternoon we have 
been among Rocky Mountains worthy of the name 
indeed, Stupendous Magnificent and Sublime! our 
road is good, seeming to wind its way through 
Merracalously and we have traveled about 23 
miles 23 


This morning at 9 o’clock when on the summit of 
a mountain I had an extensive view of a broken 
Mountainous country far to the west, and still 
beyond at a great distance I saw an extensive 
range of snow capped mountains looming above 
the rest and glistening in the sunshine 

(1 have left a blank to fill hereafter) we are en- 
camped on Goose creek. I suppose it to be a tribu- 
tary of Lewis river. our road has been extremely 
rough, our days travel about 18 miles 18 


we nooned on Goose creek on short grazeing, 
then rolled on through a narrow chasm in the 
mountain side of scorified bassalt piled up in 
high masses on either side. then we came into an 
open pass, got some supper at night and then 
rolled on and came to some large springs at 
night. there was no grass and we still rolled on 
until 2 oclock in the morning and stopped, make- 
ing in all about 33 miles and no grass yet wey 


we still drove on 7, miles and then 2 miles off 
the road to a patch of wild rye but no water. we 
then drove 9 miles more and have good grass and 
water tonight. there has been about 100 waggons 
jammed close together today 16 


Today at 11 o’clock we passed the far famed 
boiling springs. they are quite hot indeed but the 
boiling is produced by the escape of gas. they are 
all abot over near an acre of ground, sending off 
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a considerable stream. they are situated in a 
valley of considerable extent known as the Thou- 
sand spring valley, yet water is scarce. it soon 
sinks. there is a large scope of land here sus- 
ceptible of cultivation though there is no chance 
for irigation. I am of the opinion the gas from 
those hot springs could be collected and conveyed 
in pipes so as to answer a small community here 
for fuel and light. we are on the banks of Kanyan 
creek without water for the oxen or cooking pur- 
poses tonight. we have traveled about 18 miles 
road good but dusty 18 


we yoked up last night and came on 7 miles to 
some water and a little grass and today we have 
traveled 9 miles and lay by the ballance of the 
day. all the teams are pushing ahead. many are 
scarce of provisions and grass is scarce for the 
teams. we are now on the waters of the Hum- 
boldt 16 


late last evening there was many Indians prowl- 
ing around and some 40 of them evidently medi- 
tated an attack on 4 wagons near by us but they 
were bluffed off and the night passed off quietly. 
today the weather is fine, the road excellent and 
grass good and we have rolled on about 20 miles 
and are encamped on the Humboldt 20 


This morning while some Ohioans were at break- 
fast about a dozen Indians ran off 2 of their 
horses and 2 oxen they pursued them and retook 
their stock and 1 indian horse to boot. no lives 
lost. about 10 miles below the Indians killed an 
ox. they have their signal lights out every night 
it is almost as good as our Telegraph. we have 
come about 23 miles today and have had a shower 
of rain 23 


Today we have traveled about 20 miles down the 
river. frogs are very numerous and the Indians 
are commiting frequent depredations and the emi- 
grants confine themselves to self defence only. as 
yet we have had several gentle showers. weather 
pleasant and feed tolerable 20 


This morning our road was intersected by one 
comeing in from Salt Lake down the south branch 
of the Humbolt. the river then passes through 
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several kanyans and we forded 4 times.’ Indian 
depredations are frequent. they shoot at the emi- 
grants from the crags of the hills at a safe dis- 
tance for themselves, and we have traveled about 

12m 


Harly this morning we learned that the Indians 
had stolen 6 oxen of 1 man and killed all but one 
of another mang team. some of our men have 
gone to chastise them but it is very much like 
running down grayhounds with Bull dogs. our 
road today has been over a high barren moun- 
tain and we have traveled in the day and night 
25 miles. the road is dusty beyond precedent, the 
weather hot, and now that we are back to the 
river there is but little grass 25 


This morning our cattle had no grass and we 
have driven them 10 miles down the river to tol- 
erable grass (though scarce). these mountains 
have all been burnt down to ash hills, some of 
them look hot yet. there is no system to them at 
all. their sides are now brown and everything 
looks desolate 10 


Today we have had a cool north wind, roads very 
dusty. good grass in the afternoon in abundance, 
but some salaratus ground, and we have rolled 
on about 21 miles 24 


This morning there was quite a frost. the day 
has been pleasant, the roads dusty. in passing a 
stony point there was several small hot springs 
near one of which I measured some bull Rushes 
over 12 feet high standing erect. we passed a 
good deal of saline and salaratus ground and 
tolerable grass and we have traveled about 20 
miles 20 


Last night was cool to, has been very hot and 
we have travelled over thousands of acres of 
salaratus. for the last 3 days the travel has been 
on both sides of the river and all the indian 
depredation has been on the south side. we are 
on the North, have traveled about 18m 


On our way today the river passed through a 
kanyan and we passed over a mountain. here I 
saw some horned toads in reality haveing ten 
respectable horns (and but one head) and used 
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them in self defence while the little draggons of 
Green river have horns on the body and none on 
the head. I also saw a shrub that appears never 
to have any leaves— we have traveled about 16 
miles 16 
This forenoon the road was dusty. in the after 
very sandy. the atmosphere continues very smoky. 
The river seems to diminish in size and we have 
rolled ahead about 18 miles 18 


Most of our road today has been sand from 4 to 
6 inches deep, the weather hot and the atmosphere 
smoky and we have travelled about 17 miles. 
There are hundreds of persons with packs on 
their backs that live on rose berries and frogs 
haveing no other means of subsistence. flour has 
been sold at $1 pr pound and two dollars a pound 
has been refused in many cases when offered. 
grass poor. 17 


The road today has led off from the river over 
an ash plain and we have traveled 16 miles. the 
mountains lay around in low dark masses, partly 
Isolated and Seem Shrouded almost in Egyptian 
darkness, so dense and smoky is the atmosphere. 
Grass is very scarce and our oxen feed on willows. 
we have seen no Indians yesterday or today. 16 


Most of the way today our road has led through 
a greaswood flat and notwithstanding a small 
shower this morning it has been very dusty and 
our oxen had but little else than willows for feed 
last night (and poor feed tonight) and we have 
traveled about 14m 


This morning after driveing our oxen 2 miles 
and swimming the river we took up our march 
over an ash plain on which there is neither weeds 
nor a spear of grass and but little else than a 
small prickly bitter shrub from 6 to 10 inches 
high. we traveled on until 11 oclock and watered, 
rested 1 hour, then went on until three oclock, 
watered again and then drove on until 11 at 
night, watered again and drove on, makeing in all 
about 40 miles. most of this distance the river 
Winds its way among high lime and ash banks, 
small bottoms but few willows and no grass, and 
only a few bites now and we must go further and 
this place is not called a desert 40 
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No feed for the oxen yet on the road and we 
have turned off to the left and crossed the big 
slough for feed which will take us eight miles off 
our way. we have found plenty of flags and some 
grass among running water. our day’s travel will 
be about 14 miles. I think that I have seen 
more than five hundred dead horses today. I 
stopped at one time and counted 43 horses and 
5 oxen, at another time 35, all putrid. the scene 
can be better imagined than described. about 
here there is several thousand acres of tillable 
land though to much potash and salt but under 
proper tillage could be rendered as fruitful as 
old Egypt 14 


Today we have laid by'all day and cut grass to 
last across the Desert, cooked up some victuals, 
etc. The atmosphere continues very smoky pre- 
venting any considerable view of the country. 
many persons are now suffering for provisions 
and teams are growing poor 


This forenoon we filled our water Casks with what 
we knew to be the leachings off from the putrid 
carcasses of thousands of dead horses, mules and 
oxen, then put in our grass and at 2 oclock 
rolled down 6 miles and then grazed awhile. at 
three in the morning went on 6 miles further to 
the head of the Lake or pond makeing 12 miles 12 
The mountains all the way down the Humboldt 
ave mere ash hills. The River has but seldom 
exceeded 30 yds in width. frogs have been very 
numerous and but few muskuitoes. There is no 
timber but willows and but few of them exceeding 
20 feet high. ducks are plenty also some wild 
geese and black snipes or water hens 


This morning at the head of the Lake or Sink I 
saw some 15 or 20 lodges of Indians, most of them 
engaged in gathering and cleaning of a grass seed 
or grain much resembling broom corn seed but 
flat. Their graneries and fans would do credit 
to the engenuity of any people. they also make 
sugar from the honeydew. we traveled down 
beside this pond about 10 mils, crossed a slough 
aud went 8 mils further, then got a cup of tea 
and went on most of the night through the desert 
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until one of Lawrences oxen gave out. then we 
stopped and are here near the middle of the desert 
say 18m 


This morning all was a desert almost as far as 
the eye could extend. it has the appearance of 
haveing once been highland, then burned down 
to its present level. a great portion of it consists 
of small sand hills or cones like hay stacks and 
hay cocks blown up by the wind. the only vege- 
tation is some scattering grease wood bushes. we 
started and went on until near noon, then watered 
and fed our teams again, then put the ballan[cle 
of our load in one waggon and spliced teams, 
leaving everything that we thought we could 
spare, then rolled ahead a few miles further, 
there met with J J. Benning beside the road. he 
and Mitchell had sent one waggon to the river 
and all their oxen, men, women, etc. and will 
send back for the other two waggons as soon as 
they can. we however were able to reach the 
river at 11 o’clock, at night makeing about 22 
miles this day, 12 of which was deep sand. I 
tried to count the number of wrecks of waggons, 
stock, etc. to the mile. 

I find there is about 30 waggons to the mile for 
40 miles of the road—1200. the dead animals 
will average about 100 to the milé for 40 miles— 
4000. water is being sold at $1.00 a gallon 22m 


Today we have laid by on Carson River among 
hundreds of waggons and lots of elephant tracks. I, 
think here in one place of say 20 acres of ground 
that there is the remains of 800 waggons, some 
persons think 3000. there is perhaps 2000 along 
the bank of the River in 6 miles. waggons and 
ox yokes are valuable only as firewood and ma[n]y 
persons when they abandan their wagg[on]s set 
fire to the beds. I have seen say 50 waggons that 
had been fired and went out. others pile them 
up and then pile on their ox yokes and harness 
and consum all together. such bonfires are com- 
mon, here in this place a meals victuals cost five 
dollars and a tired ox will sell from one to eight 
dollars. (cottonwood trees here) 
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Still laying by I went full eight miles down the 
river to cut grass to do our team one day on the 
road up the river. there has been pretty good 
bunch grass here on the low bottoms but it is 
all eat out down the river for 6 miles and for 30 
miles up stream. people arrive all hours of the 
night. those that reach here with more than 
half the team they start in with are considered 
fortunate. 


This morning after halling some hay 6 miles we 
left this scene of devastation, takeing up on the 
N side of the river. after 6 miles our road left 
the river and went over a rocky dusty sage plain 
16 miles on to the river again, and no grass 
scarcely, all haveing been eat out. went 2 miles 
further and stopped. as yet we have all our 
stock and we are all well. our hearts are light 
and so is our stock of provisions. our sugar is 
gone. today we eat our last bacon. our fruit 
is nearly gone. our supply of rice is bountiful, 
coffee and tea to spare. we yet have about 10 
days rations of breadstuff 24 


This morning we went 3 miles to a large Meadow 
of 1000 acres, all eat off. we found good grass 
further up the river off from the road. here we 
sold an ox for 16$. I had drove him loose for 
more than 1000 miles. our road then left the 
river for 11 miles over, deep hot sand. we are 


again encamped on the River. whole days travel 
14 


Today we have crossed the river. it is a pretty 
stream but seldom exceeding 40 yds in width. our 
road has been near the river and yet very dusty. 
we have made about 16 miles. hereabouts the 
burnt hills rise up high enough to be entitled to 
the dignified name of mountains, but no timber 
as yet save a few cottonwood trees along the 
River, whose shade I have enjoyed several times 
today. it is a great luxury to me. this forenoon 
grass was plenty but dry. this afternoon scarcely 
any 16 
In the forenoon our road was near the river. in 
the afternoon over a rocky sage plain and our 
days travel about 21 miles. today we had a 
shower of rain, running in streaks. serubby Cedars 
on the Mountain sides near by. there is spots of 
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old snow and pine timber on the mountains 3 
miles ahead to the right. some packers report 
4 inches of new on the highest mountains on the 
1st of sept. 21 


Today we are in the Carson valley. it consists 
of several thousand acres of the best of grazeing 
land, considerable quantity fit for cultivation, the 
river running through the center. bold Mountains 
on the west, well studded with beautiful pine tim- 
ber some of which are 6 feet in diameter, many 
of them from 3 to 4 feet. lots of good springs, 
several pretty brooks. here white people could 
live and we have traveled today about 16 miles 16 


after going about 2 miles there was a succession 
of hot springs at left of our road. several times 
I placed my left hand in almost scalding water 
and turned up my right eye and viewed those 
small though everlasting drifts of snow near by. 
the grass has been burnt in several places. the 
atmosphere is smoky. The Indians all the way on 
Carson river shoot all the oxen they can. they 
also shoot at the emigrants every convenient op- 
portunity but we think so little of it now that I 
had neglected to mention anything about it. we 
come about 6 miles and are resting the team and 
cutting hay to last over the mountains. a ma- 
jority of the emigrants are now on foot with their 
packs on their backs, haveing lost almost every- 
thing. the speculators are sending large quantities 
of provisions to sell to those still behind us 6 


This morning we had frost. the wind has blown 
a gale all day. we saw several men today with 
mules packed with provisions for their friends 
that are digging gold north and east of this place 
and we ar considerably east of the highest moun- 
tains. we have come on 6 miles more and laid by 
the rest of the day, preparing for the rugged 
mountains ahead. there will not more than Y% of 
waggons that started to Callifornia ever attempt 
to cross the mountains 6 


Last night the wind blew a hurricane bareing 
down tents, blowing away tinware and hats gen- 
erally. this morning as cold as December and 
brisk snow squalls this afternoon, we have trav- 
eled 12 miles 7 m of which beats anything I 
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ever saw before, through the Kanyan on the head 
of Carson river. here the scenery was most grand 
and imposing. the Mountains of light grey granite 
rose almost perpendicular to an enormous height, 
yet the dark green pines of several varieties and 
in great numbers seemes to cling to the mountain 
sides and flourish most luxuriantly 12 


This morning the high Mountains wer covered 
with snow, the lowland with hoar frost, ice % in 
thick in the water pail. Two new varieties of 
elder and several new varieties of currants make 
their appearance in this locality. most of the 
way today has been among rugged mountains and 
dense pine forests. many of them seem on the 
decline and dying. we ascended one mountain about 
1% miles. the road can neither be imagined nor 
described,—a person mus[t] both see it and go 
over it to appreciate the difficulty. we are en- 
camped about half way up another mountain, the 
last serious obstacle on our route, and have come 
today about 16m. 


In ascending the Mountain this morning I discov- 
ered the bluebells and column vine [columbine] 
both in bloom 300 ft above the level of perpetual 
snow and within 20 ft fresh mad[e] Icickles. we 
soon passed among heavy drifts of old snow, the 
road steep and rocky, and reached the summit at 
9 oclock A. M. near 1000 ft above the level of 
perpetual snow. even here among the frozen 
earth there are many flowers in bloom. from this 
hight we had an extensive view of a very rough 
mountainous country far to the wes[t]. we can 
now say if we have not rode the Elephant Tri- 
umpantly we have at least mounted the highest 
portion of the Siera Naved [Nevada] Mountains 
suecessfully. our road has been very rough, the 
country well timbered with pines and balsam fir. 
traveled 16m 


This morning we passed the tragedy springs and 
soon came to some large cedars, many of them 3 
to 4 feet through. 1 tree was near 7 feet. in 
diameter but not exceeding 50 feet in height. we 
are encamped this evening 2 miles west of the 
leek springs. there is to all appearance some 
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little spots of tolerable soil hereabouts. the 
country is a dense forest of pines and Balsom fir, 
The Fir largely predominateing. there is a few 
whortle berries, some Rosberries—a new variety, 
and also a goosberry in great abundance, Bigger, 
Better and thornyer than anything of the Kind in 
the States. The bushes are low, the fruit almost 
lying on the ground. our days travel will be 
about 13 miles aks y 


Today we have laid by all day resting and graze- 
ing our stock. but little grass to graze on and 
none at all for the next 40 miles. I have seen 
several new kinds of squirrels and birds among 
which I saw a mountain Blue Jay, a noble Bird 
entirely blue, nearly as large again but in other 
respects resembling the Jay of the states. the 
Black tailed deer are here in great abundance 


we again took up the line of march over the moun- 
tains, our road very rough and stony, dense forests 
of pines fir and Cedars, Cedar trees do grow 100 
feet high and from 2 to 4 feet in diameter. a 
few Oaks made their appearance today. The 
Emigrants have cut down nearly all of them that 
their stock might feed on their leaves and we 
have done the same this evening. we have had 
a little shower of rain this evening and trav- 
eled 14m. 


Today we have traveled about 18 miles. the [road] 
has been extremely dusty, some portion rocky. 
the oaks become more plenty and the forest has 
lost its beauty. we are this evening in pleasant 
valley. there is no feed here nor anything pleas- 
ant save a few very large scrubby oaks 18 


Our oxen had nothing to eat last [night] save a 
few oak leaves and we have come on 10 miles 
to a little town called Ringold. here we gold 
our team and waggon all together for 295$. he[re] 
I separated from my companions and went with 
the team to the Diamond springs 214 towards 
Sacramento City, at Ringold as at these Springs 
I have seen several men digging and washing 
gold. I can now say I am fairly into the gold 
diggins and will probably cease keeping a Journal 
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THE PLACEMENT OF THE ALLISON MEMORIAL. 


One of the most notable provisions for the future made by 
any lowa legislature is a measure known as House File 669, 
recognizing and regarding the necessity of the immediate 
and correct placement of the Allison Memorial elsewhere than 
‘‘ypon the Capitol grounds or any extension thereof’’ as 
heretofore provided. For a generation a trend toward the 
correction and completion of the grounds surrounding our 
State House has been developing. One by one the larger 
necessities of the State have been provided. Following the 
almost complete rebuilding of the structures of all the Iowa 
institutions, the replacing of temporary ill-planned buildings 
by those splendidly conceived and, in great part, fire-proof, 
the logical time for completing the landscape needs of the 
principal building of the State seems to have arrived. It 
was so stated in effect in the final message of Governor Car- 
roll, and re-stated with emphasis in the inaugural address 
of Governor Clarke. 

The Secretary of the Allison Commission was authorized 
some months ago to obtain a diagram of the location of the 
Capitol, the heating plant, the Soldiers and Sailors Monu- 
ment, the State Historical Building, the other lands adjacent 
owned by the State, and a proposed placement of the Allison 
Memorial appropriate to its own value as a work of art and 
not detracting from existing structures. 

In consequence, E. L. Masqueray, expert advisor of the 
Allison Memorial Commission, was directed to prepare such 
a sketch as would conform to the above requirements and, 
furthermore, would take notice of the needs in the probable 
development of our State throughout the remotest future, 
and of the natural as well as artificial elements for economical 
but correct final disposition of all structures in accordance 
with artistic principles. 
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Mr. Masqueray submitted his sketch and it was afterward 
taken by Governor Clarke as the basis of his plan for 
eiving the Capitol adequate setting and providing against 
random placing of such structures as shall in future be as- 
sembled on or near the Capitol grounds, either as gifts or 
by appropriation. 

Governor Clarke began the presentation of his policy to 
members of the legislature first in personal conference, then 
in a special message and finally in the form of a bill, which 
was passed through both houses on April 8, 1913, by a 
vote in the Senate of thirty-four to six, and in the House of 
sixty-nine to twenty-eight. The popular method of raising 
funds for large expenditures in recent years by millage tax 
rather than by appropriation from the general revenues was 
adopted in the bill. Therefore a special tax for the pur- 
chase and improvement of additional ground was required 
to be levied for a period of ten years commencing with the 
levy to be made in the year 1913. For the years 1913 and 
1914 the levy required to be made is one-half mill on the 
dollar on the taxable property of the State, and for each 
of the remaining eight years a levy to be fixed by the 
Executive Council that will yield approximately $150,000 an- 
nually.1. On the theory that the gradual acquisition of the 
lands would result in gradual and enormous increase of cost, 
a provision for anticipating the proceeds of the tax and for 
immediate acquisition of the lands was devised. So that who- 
ever has property the State will need cannot await the gen- 
eral rise in values nor have the rise that is inevitable from 
the adoption and initiation of the plan. It was further 
enacted that the State might condemn the land of any 
of whom it could not purchase at reasonable prices. As is 
the law in the taking of lands under the right of eminent 
domain, such lands are to be appraised by an impartial jury, 
and to insure impartiality, special provision was made, tak- 
ing the appointment of the jury out of the hands of the 
sheriff of the county wherein the lands lie, and placing it in 


the hands of the Chief Justice of the Iowa Supreme Court 


and requiring that he appoint no two from one county. 
1H. F. 669, Chap. 14, Acts 35th G. A. 
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The measure provides that the general plan secured by the 
Allison Commission for its guidance in the placement of the 
Allison Memorial be followed in the enlargement and im- 
provement of the grounds. It provides that the Executive 
Council serve without pay as agents for the acquisition of 
the grounds and as commissioners for the performance of 
the work. The Executive Council is granted authority to 
acquire any or all grounds within an area ample for a fin- 
ished work unequalled in landscape value in any American 
capital and never excelled in economy in any public work. 
It is the final touch in the purpose of Gen. Grenville M. 
Dodge to make of the tribute to Senator Allison not only an 
ideal of art, but a step forward in the annals of all Towa con- 
structive building and business. 


JUDGE CALDWELL ON HENRY CLAY DEAN. 


Hon. Henry Clay Caldwell communicated his thoughts as 
to the sketch of Rev. J. W. Cheney on Henry Clay Dean to the 
author of that sketch, and we have requested the privilege of 
reproducing Judge Caldwell’s letter: 


2195 West 24th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Nov. 28, 1912. 
My Dear Cheney: 

I have just finished reading your biography of Henry Clay Dean 
in the last number of the Annals,t and write to compliment you 
upon it. It is far and away the best biography of that wonderful 
man that has been written. M 

I esteem myself something of a judge of men and their abilities, 
and, in my opinion, Dean was the greatest natural orator and 
reasoner I ever heard—and I have heard several men who ranked 
among the first orators of the nation. Great genius always con- 
tradicts itself. There is no great genius without a tincture of mad- 
ness. The partition between great genius and insanity is very 
thin in places, and at times liable to be broken down altogether. 
No man ever travels through life (if he lives to middle age) with 
an unvarying character, and least of all a great genius. Change 
of environment insensibly works a change of character. 


1Annals of Iowa, v. 10, p. 320. 
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Dean was a great, a very great, natural genius and was pos- 
sessed of the weaknesses that belong to such geniuses. The total 
absence of the sense of propriety, the utter disregard of almost all 
of the conventional rules of society, coupled with his gormandizing 
propensities, and indifference to personal cleanliness had the effect 
to obscure his great genius, and to cause him to be regarded by 
many as a low, vulgar fellow, and unworthy of the applause and 
esteem his genius deserved. 

We must overlook and forgive many things in a great genius that 
we would not forgive in the ordinary man. Great genius must be 
measured by the standard that belongs to great genius, and not by 
the standard by which we measure the mediocre man. But the 
public mind is not governed by this rule; it commonly dwells more 
on the weaknesses and follies of men than on the greatness of their 
achievements. If Dean’s early environments had been of a different 
order from what they were many of the eccentricities that marred 
his genius would have disappeared. 

I have read the arguments of some eminent authors and listened 
to the reasoning of some able divines in support of the immor- 
tality of the soul, but the most powerful, persuasive and convinc- 
ing reasoning on that subject I ever heard or read was from Dean 
when preaching the funeral sermon of John R. Wright (Uncle Sim 
Wright’s son, who was a student in our law office and died in Keo- 
sauqua). With a diction as copious and elegant as Macaulay’s, and 
a power of reasoning equalling if not excelling Daniel Webster’s, 
he discoursed for two hours without a break in the high and elevated 
tone befitting his subject, which for him was unusual, for he 
seemed to delight in inserting a blot in his most finished discourses. 


But I set out to do nothing more than thank and congratulate 
you for your admirable delineation of Dean’s character. Both 
Wright and Knapp abhorred him, the one on personal and the 
other on political grounds, and while I disliked many things he said 
and did, I always regarded him as a transcendent natural orator, 
which he undoubtedly was. John R. Wright (the Judge’s brother) 
said of Dean, “It is a pity so great a man should be so big a fool,” 
and this remark is a brief but tolerably accurate biography of 
the man. You have done justice—and no more—to his memory. 

Yours truly, 
HENRY C. CALDWELL. 
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MEMORIES OF INDUSTRIAL DISTRESS. 


May, 1894, was a month of apprehension throughout in- 
dustrial America. Ominous meetings of the unemployed gave 
out promise of conditions worse than idleness. Across the 
State of Iowa the Kelly Army made a trail of anxiety. As 
is so true in emergencies, the actual danger and distress were 
apparent to but few. To the ordinary person the incident 
was little more than comedy. It has vanished from the popu- 
lar attention to the realm of forgotten things. 


The responsibility upon the Governor of Iowa and upon the 
authorities of the cities and towns was never felt except by 
the officials themselves. From Council Bluffs to Des Moines 
by land and from Des Moines to Keokuk by water, this un- 
precedented movement of a thousand men kept municipal 
corporations on the edge of panic. The Governor, the At- 
torney General, the Adjutant General and the railroad 
authorities of Iowa remained on the qui vie from the 
moment the ‘‘army’s’’ eyes in Omaha were turned toward 
the Iowa shores to that when the flotilla passed from the 
mouth of the Des Moines river. The officials and interests 
noted spent anxious moments night and day over rights and 
remedies. Charity and religion, science and chicanery, were 
busy over the ‘‘manifestation,’’ and all unconsciously, were 
interfering with the few men on whom the legal burdens 
rested. 

What information the people at large had is apparent from 
the page in the newspapers in our files, but that informa- 
tion was largely at variance with the cold facts with which 
our officials dealt. What passed under the attention of the 
Governor of the State, like so much emergency service in the 
executive office, is unrecorded, but has been promised by 
Governor Jackson for publication in the ANNALS. 

The transactions in the different cities and towns may fairly 
be inferred from minutes of the city council and from frag- 
mentary manuscripts presented to the Historical Department 
by the City of Des Moines. The minutes show that on April 
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19, 1894, the mayor called the attention of the council to a 
telegram he had received from the citizens of Council Bluffs 
notifying him that Kelly’s army had started for Des Moines. 
He requested the council to take action regarding the pro- 
posed invasion. A motion was adopted referring the matter 
to the mayor, the city solicitor and the committee on ways 


and means, with instructions to do what in their judgment 
seemed best. 


On the 27th a motion was adopted directing the mayor 
to appoint necessary police ‘‘while Kelly’s Army is in town.”’ 
On the same day the ‘‘members of the council from the East 
Side are appointed a committee to locate a place for encamp- 
ment.’’ Also there was adopted a motion directing the mayor 
to appoint a committee of ‘‘officials from the head of the 
Police Department to act in conjunction with the sheriff to 
notify the self-appointed General Kelly of the action taken by 
this Council for the disposing of him and his followers.’’ The 
action is in the form of the following resolution: 


In view of the fact that Kelly and his followers are expected to 
arrive at Des Moines within two or three days, Resolved, that upon 
their arrival they be required to march through the city as rapidly 
as may be without injury to the men, and that under no circum- 
stances will they be allowed to camp in Crocker Woods. All dona- 


tions made by citizens will be delivered at the camp provided for 
them, 


Among the manuscripts are the following: 


To the People of Des Moines: 

I am reliably informed of the near proximity to our city of the 
so-called Gen. Kelly and his army. It now seems inevitable that 
they will pass through Des Moines. The peace and dignity of our 
city must and will be maintained. We will treat these men kindly 
but firmly and we will insist that they must not remain with us, but 
pass on and such means as are necessary to. accomplish this end 
will be used. I call upon the citizens to donate such contributions 
in the way of food and money as may provide for this company of 
men for one day. I am informed that they will need for a day’s 
rations 1400 loaves of bread and 1000 pounds of beef and 50 pounds 
of coffee. These articles may be left at the Commercial Exchange 
and will be taken charge of by a committee appointed to look after 
this matter, composed of Aldermen Macartney, McElderry and Wil- 
kins and Deputy Marshal Shaffer. I counsel moderation in all 


re 


EE EOE ieee 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 69 


things pertaining to this matter. These people are travelling through 
the country without the means of subsistence and our citizens are 
_willing to give them food as an act of humanity, but we did not 
invite them to come here, we are not prepared to take care of them 


and we do not want them to stay with us. 
ISAAC. L. HILLIS, 


Mayor. 
There were filed with the council such protests as follows: 


Messrs. Dean, Longshore, Christy and Redhead wish a protest 
entered against encamping the Kelly army on their land adjoining 
the east part of the city. JAMES H. DEAN, 

GEO. L. LONGSHORE, 
GEO. S. REDHEAD, 
CHRISTY COAL CO. 


On April 30th the council formally acknowledged the re- 
ceipt of a letter from Supt. Egan of the Chicago Great West- 
ern Railway to which there appears the following response : 


To W. P. Egan, Supt. \ 

Chicago Great Western Ry. Co. 

Dear Sir: Your communication to the city council and the mayor 
giving notice that there is danger that the so-called Kelly Army 
will capture one of your trains, is at hand and contents carefully 
noted. 

In reply let me assure you that we will gladly aid with the police 
force of this city at any time or place when you notify us that there 
is specific danger of any unlawful act on the part of the said 
Kelly’s army. Yours Very Respectfully, 

ISAAC L. HILLIS, 
Mayor. 


A resolution was adopted April 30th in the following terms: 


It is the sense of the council that the mayor be requested to 
inform General Kelly and his army that they move on and that 
at once. 


Tt was transmitted with a letter as follows: 


Des Moines, Iowa, May 1, 1894. 
“General” Kelly, 


Des Moines, Iowa. 
Dear Sir: Please take notice of the enclosed resolution and 


oblige Yours respectfully, 
(Signed) ISAAC L. HILLIS, 
Mayor. 
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AS TO THE PALMETTO FLAG. 


Edgar R. Harlan, Curator Historical Department, 
Dear Sir: Des Moines, Iowa. 

In the July, 1911, number of the ANNALS is the deseription 
of a ‘‘Palmetto Flag’’, in possession of the Historical Depart- 
ment, captured at Columbia, South Carolina, February 17, 
1865. In the article reference is made to a similar flag in 
possession of The State Historical Society, at Iowa City. 

As the two flags are not identical, it may be worth while to 
describe the flag in possession of The Historical Society. The 
material is dark blue bunting, measurement 20x36 feet in its 
perfect form, before the removal of about 18 inches from the 
bottom of the flag, the entire length, and also the removal of a 
strip about six inches in width about half the length of the 
flag. It is a fair conjecture that these strips were taken as 
souvenirs by some person. 

The emblems on the flag are a palmetto tree in the center, 
measuring ten feet 8 inches in height, and a crescent in the 
upper left-hand corner, measuring 4 feet 8 inches from point 
to point. These emblems are not stitched upon the goods of 
the flag, but are insertions accurately fitted and nicely stitched. 
There is also a very slight difference in the foliage of the 
palmetto as compared with the illustration given in connee- 
tion with your description of the flag in possession of The 
Historical Department. 

The flag in possession of The Historical Society ‘‘was cap- 
tured at Columbia, 8. C., Friday, February 17, 1865, by then 
First Lieut. William H. Goodrell, Fifteenth Iowa. Volunteer 
Infantry, picket officer on the staff of Gen. William W. 
Belknap.’’ The language here quoted is that of Brevet Major 
H. C. MeArthur, in a recent published account of the capture 
of Columbia, who was of the party capturing this flag. Major 
McArthur further says that the flag was ‘‘found stretched 
along the upper edge of the north wall of the unfinished new 
Capitol Building.’’ The flag was presented to The Historical 
Society by General Belknap, commanding Crocker’s Iowa Bri- 
gade, Seventeenth Army Corps. | J. W. RICH. 
Towa City, Iowa, June 10th, 1912. 
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NOTES. 


The Thirty-fifth General Assembly appointed Senator N. 
J. Schrup and Representative Walter F. Craig to serve on 
the Allison Memorial Commission. 


= 


An act submitting the creation of the county of Larrabee to 
the legal voters of the county of Kossuth, Iowa, passed the 
Thirty-fifth General Assembly. It is proposed to divide 
Kossuth county and form of the northern part a new county 
named in honor of Ex-Governor William Larrabee. 


The State Board of Education in meeting of February 5th 
approved the naming of the women’s dormitory at Iowa City 
‘‘Gurrier Hall’’ in honor of Dean and Mrs. Currier. Dean 
Currier had been a member of the faculty over forty years 
and at the time of his death probably had a wider acquain- 
tance among the alumni of the State University of Towa than 
any other person. 


After years of discussion by parties interested, definite ar- 
rangements have been made by the Historical Department of 
Towa and the Polk County Pioneers Club for marking the 
grave of William Alexander Scott, who in 1856 gave to the 
State of Iowa the ground upon which the Capitol now stands. 
The grave, which is on the bluff south of the Capitol, will be 
marked with a granite boulder bearing a bronze tablet setting 
forth briefly the eventful dates of his life. 


The Lincoln Memorial Commission, at a conference in the 
White House December 4th, accepted the design of Henry 
Bacon, a New York architect, for a monument to the martyred 
president. The design is for a marble structure in Potomac 
' Park, 156 feet long and 80 feet wide. In the central hall will 
stand a heroic size figure of Abraham Lincoln. The plan calls 
for an expenditure of $1,775,000, and has been approved by 
Congress. 
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The Thirty-fifth General Assembly held a memorial service 
for ex-Governor Larrabee in the House Chamber, March 20th, 
Governor George W. Clarke presiding. Prayer was offered by 
Rev. John Ll. Hillman of Des Moines. The memorial address 
delivered by U. S. Senator W. S. Kenyon paid fitting tribute 
to the character and public services of ex-Governor Larrabee. 
Mrs. Larrabee and family were present at the service. 


The label attached to each item in a collection of newspapers 
in the Historical Department is as follows: 


In Commemoration 


The West Union Gazette was established at West Union, lowa, by 
Charles H. Talmadge in 1867, and he continued as its editor and’ 
publisher until his death in 1907. He was a man of high ideals 
in journalism and in life, and to his unswerving fidelity to what 
he held to be the best interests of Iowa and the nation these vol- 
umes bear mute testimony, aside from their value as an historical 
record of affairs in Fayette county for a period of forty years. 

Mr. Talmadge was born in Pennsylvania in 1842, but was a resi- 
dent of Iowa continuously from 1856, with the exception of four 
years spent in the union army. 

Presented to the Historical Department of Iowa in commemora- 
tion of the life of Mr. Talmadge by his son, 

May, 1911. D. H. TALMADGE. 


The following Coneurrent Resolution in regard to an Iowa 
State Flag was introduced into the senate by Senator Lar- 
rabee, April 15th: 


Whereas, our State has no flag known as the official flag of Iowa, 

Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, that the governor, 
the adjutant general, and the curator of historical collections be 
and they are hereby created a commission to inquire into and 
report to the Thirty-sixth General Assembly upon the expediency 
of the adoption of an official State flag and upon the appropriate- 
ness of the design therefor if they approve of the same. 


The resolution was adopted April 15th and messaged over 


to the House, called up by Representative Ring and adopted by 
the House April 16th. 
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Extract from Message of Governor Carroll to the Thirty- 
fifth General Assembly, January, 1913: 


The Capitol Grounds. 


A comprehensive scheme for enlarging the capitol grounds 
should be adopted by you and plans made for the eventual acquir- 
ing of the lands to be added to the present holdings of the State. 
I would recommend that the State buy all of the grounds lying 
petween East Ninth and Hast Twelfth Streets, beginning at Capitol 
Avenue and extending to the railroad tracks at the foot of the hill 
to the south. The grounds thus acquired, lying south of Walnut 
street, should be parked and beautified, and upon them should be 
placed the Allison monument and such other monuments as may 
pe erected in the future, and when the State shall build an executive 
mansion, it should be placed upon the high point of ground to 
the southeast of the capitol building, Upon the biock immediately 
east of the State House and south of Capitol Avenue, should be 
located a judicial building. I would also suggest that when the time 
comes that it is necessary to make any considerable improvement in 
the State’s power plant, it would be wise to consider moving it 
to the foot of the hill south and southwest of the State House, where 
it could be reached by a switch, thereby saving the large amount 
of money that is annually paid for hauling coal with teams and 
wagons, and also getting rid of the dirt and smoke and the some- 
what unsightly appearance of a heating plant in front of the capitol 
building. 

In suggesting the enlargement of the capitol grounds, I wish 
to say that the owners of some of the lots included in that which 
I have referred to, have already expressed a willingness to sell the 
same and some have submitted a price for their holdings. I want 
also to say that at two or three different times efforts have been 
made to secure a change of grade in some of the streets about the 
State House, which change would have a very material effect upon 
the surroundings, if additional lands are .to be acquired. The 
council has each time objected to these changes and asked the 
parties interested therein to wait and take the matter up with you 
with a view to securing co-operation with the city of Des Moines and 
the State in some general plan of improving the State House sur- 
roundings, and I recommend the appointment by you of a coma 
mittee to take the matter into consideration and co-operate with 
the officials of the city to the end suggested. 


- In my opinion the State might profitably dispose of Governor’s 
Square, allowing the city to purchase it for a park if so desired, 
and invest the proceeds in lands above suggested for purchase. 
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Extract from the Inaugural Address of Governor George 


W. Clarke: 
The Capitol Grounds. 

The subject of the extension of the capitol grounds is a matter 

that should have consideration. The day is now here when these 
grounds surrounding us should be more spacious and they should 
be made more beautiful. They do not meet the material demands 
of the present and for the future they will be entirely inadequate. 
The future should ever be in mind. We build for those who are to 
come after us. We should have a vision of what Iowa is to do and 
be. In the extension of the grounds a regard should be had for a 
better setting of the capitol. The whole question of the enlarge- 
ment and location of buildings and monuments should at once be 
placed in the hands of the best landscape artist that could be found 
with instructions to prepare a plan commensurate with the needs 
and ideals of a great, progressive and cultured people. It cannot 
.all be done at once, but a beginning can be made. Every day of 
postponement only makes the realization more expensive and dif- 
ficult. What is done should be done in accordance with a plan to 
end in both utility and great artistic beauty. 


Extract from Special Message of Governor Clarke to Thir- 
ty-fifth Assembly, March 26, 1913: 


Capitol Extension. 


I desire to submit a word with reference to the extension of the 
capitol grounds, It is the need of the present—it is the imperative 
demand of the future. It is a matter of the very best business policy. 
If looked at only as an investment it would be a remarkably good 
one. By extending the payment for the grounds over a period of 
ten years it would bring no burden at all upon the people. Never 
again can the purchase of ground be so advantageously made as 
now. Iowa should do business as competent successful business men 
do. Advantage should be taken of the time and the opportunity. 
Iowa should announce that she is of age and full-grown. She 
should step out of the old conditions that hamper and restrain her 
into the new. The legislature should be unafraid. The people will 
sustain you. When the work is done they will ever refer to you 
as the legislature that was far-seeing and wise enough to extend 
the Capitol Grounds, * * * What man is there of you that will 
lose this the greatest opportunity of his life to render a great public 
service, Listen not to the voice of selfishness. Tolerate not the 
“invisible’ man. For more than ten years practically all legisla- 
tion and all political agitation in this country has been against: 
human selfishness. Let it proceed. The rights of all men must 


be put above the selfishness of a few men. Go forward. Your 
duty, as it seems to me, is plain. 
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NOTABLE DEATHS. 


Anton HANSMANN was born in Baden, Germany, June 9, 1837; he 
died at De Witt, Iowa, March 16, 1913. He emigrated to America in 
1855, coming first to Cincinnati, Ohio, the next year to Illinois and 
in 1859 to Clinton county, Iowa, where he maintained his residence 
until his death. He was a director of the De Witt Savings Bank, 
and Representative from Clinton county in the Twenty-seventh and 
Twenty-eighth General Assemblies. 


CHarLes GATES was born at Marble Rock, Iowa, April 2, 1856; 
he died in Des Moines, January 31, 1913, while in attendance as 
a senator from the Thirty-ninth district in the Thirty-fifth General 
Assembly. He graduated from Marble Rock high school and engaged 
in farming for several years, afterwards becoming interested in 
the lumber, implement and banking business. He served as mayor 
of Greene for three terms and later as alderman. He was elected 
State Senator in 1908, and served throughout the Thirty-third, 
Thirty-fourth and the beginning of the Thirty-fifth General Assem- 
blies. His remains were conveyed to his home in Greene for burial 
by a committee from the Senate and House. 


Asauet Mann was born in Hendricks county, Indiana, December 
4, 1842: he died at Ogden, Utah, February 10, 1913. He removed with 
his parents to Fremont county, Iowa, in 1851, and received his early 
education in the district schools. He was in Tabor College at the 
outbreak of the Civil war and enlisted in Company A, Fourth Iowa 
Cavalry. He served throughout the war and participated in many 
important engagements. He was taken prisoner at Jones Lane, 
Arkansas, and on being exchanged returned to service. He was a 
Republican in politics and was elected representative from Fremont 
county to the Thirty-second and Thirty-second extra General Assem- 
plies. He maintained his home on one farm in Fremont county 


from 1851 until his death. 


Sewarp SmitH SHIRER was born at La Porte City, Iowa, Septem- 
ber 17, 1871; he died at Chicago, February 18, 1913. He received 
his early education in the public schools of his native town and 
afterward attended Cornell College, Mt. Vernon. He graduated from 
the law course at Lake Forest university and was admitted to the 
bar in Iowa’in 1893. In 1895 he removed to Chicago and was admit- 
ted to the Illinois bar. He was appointed assistant U. S. district 
attorney in 1906 by Edwin W. Sims and was held in highest regard 
as a prosecutor by Mr. Sims and his successor, James H. Wilker- 
son. In addition to his work as government prosecutor, Mr. Shirer 
was actively identified in the work of civic improvement in the 
district in which he lived. 
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RutHVEN WiLson LEVERICH was born in Muscatine county, Iowa, 
May 1, 1838; he died in the city of Muscatine, February 1, 1913. He 
received his early education in one of the pioneer log schoolhouses 
of the State, and later attended Cornell college, Mt. Vernon. His 
career aS an educator began in early manhood and he assumed 
charge of the Wilton schools in 1870. Shortly thereafter he was 
elected county superintendent of schools, and continued in that 
capacity for five successive terms. After retiring from the office 
of county superintendent he started the Leverich Normal Training 
School which came to be recognized as one of the valuable educa- 
tional institutions of the State. He conducted this school until 
about two years ago, when he was forced to resign on account of 
ill-health. 


Er W. Brearp was born in Randolph county, Indiana, February 
22, 1836; he died at Indianola, Iowa, January 8, 1913. In the fall 
of 1837 his father moved his family to southeastern Iowa, and his 
boyhood was spent among frontier surroundings. He early decided 
to adopt school teaching as his profession and therefore attended 
Howe’s Seminary, a training school conducted by Prof. Samuel F. 
Howe at Mount Pleasant. He later took a course at Earlham Col- 
lege, Richmond, Indiana. He began teaching in the fall of 1856, and 
with the exception of two winters was continuously in the work from 
that time until the spring of 1912, teaching in private and public 
schools both in Indiana and Iowa. As a young man he was recorded 
a minister in the society of Friends and during his entire life was 
active in church, temperance and philanthropic work. 


Ernest Exprep Hart was born in West Union, Iowa, December 
9, 1859; he died at Long Beach, California, February 1, 1913, while 
absent from His home jin Council Bluffs. While yet a boy he removed 
with his family to Council Bluffs and received his early education 
there, graduating from the high school with the class of 1875. He 
attended Grinnell College for a year and then went to Yale Univer- 
sity, graduating from the academic course in 1881. He entered the 
real estate business in Council Bluffs, and a few years later con- 
ducted a successful loan and mortgage business. In 1891 he opened 


a private bank, and in 1902 became president of the First National . 


Bank of Council Bluffs. His business interests expanded rapidly 
until he became known as one of the foremost financiers of the 
country. In politics he was a Republican, and was prominent in 
political circles, serving for twelve years as Republican national 
committeeman from Iowa, and a portion of that time as member of 
the executive campaign committee. 


BrenJAMiIn W. Lacy was born in Locke, Cayuga county, New York, 
March 12, 1849; he died at Dubuque, Iowa, September 28, 1912. At 
the age of six years he came with his parents to Fayette county, 
Towa, and there spent his childhood and youth, receiving his educa- 
tion in the common schools and at Upper Iowa University. When 
nineteen years of age, he went to Alexandria, Virginia, working in 
the office of his uncle, Judge Wetsel Willoughby, and pursuing his 
law Studies at Columbia Law School, and for two years serving as 
clerk in the census bureau. In 1872, through the influence of his 
friend, Senator William B. Allison, he returned to Iowa, entering 
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the law. office of Adams and Robinson of Dubuque, first as a clerk 
and later as a member of the firm. A few years afterward he was 
appointed judge of the circuit court and served in that capacity for 
several terms. After retiring from the bench he re-entered the 
law practice at Dubuque, continuing until his death. He was also 
an active business man, being president of the Iowa Trust and 
Savings Bank and director in several business concerns. He was 
deeply interested in the welfare of the community, serving for 
years as an officer of the Young Men’s Christian Association and as 
a member of the board of directors of the public library. 


Grorce AucuSTUS GATES was born at Topsham, Vermont, January 
24, 1851; he died at Winter Park, Florida, November 19, 1912. He 
graduated from Dartmouth College in 1873 with the degree of A. B. 
Soon after he went abroad in the capacity of tutor and remained 
for some time studying in Germany. In 1880 he graduated from 
the Andover Theological Seminary and was ordained in the Con- 
gregational ministry. His first pastorate was at Upper Montclair, 
New Jersey, from 1880 to 1887. In 1887 he accepted a call to the 
presidency of Iowa College at Grinnell, Iowa, and served in that 
capacity until the fall of 1900. During this period the degree of 
D. D. was conferred upon him by Dartmouth in 1892, and LL. D. by 
University of Nebraska in 1893. From January to November, 1901, 
he was pastor of the First Congregational Church at Cheyenne, 
Wyoming. He removed to Claremont, California, and served for 
seven years as president of Pomona College. After a few months 
rest and recuperation, he became president of Fisk University, 
Nashville, Tennessee, and held that position until the opening of 
the college year in 1912, when jll-health resulting from a severe 
accident, caused him to offer his resignation. He returned to his old 
home in Vermont and later sought relief in Florida where his 


death occurred. 


CorNnELIUS CADLE was born in New York City, May 22, 1836; he 
died at Cincinnati, Ohio, January 13, 19138. He removed in 1843 
with his parents to Muscatine, Iowa, where he received his early 
education, later attending Iowa College. He enlisted at the begin- 
ning of the Civil war in Company H, Eleventh lowa Infantry, and 
was immediately appointed Adjutant. In 1862 he was assigned to 
duty as Acting Assistant Adjutant General, serving in that capacity 
through the Vicksburg and Atlanta campaigns. He also participated 
in other engagements and was with Sherman on his march to the 
sea. At the close of the war he was brevetted Colonel for gallant 
and meritorious conduct. His portrait appears in the bas relief— 
“The Triumphal Return’—on the Iowa Soldiers’ and Sailors’ monu- 
ment, Des Moines. He was engaged in mining in Alabama from 
1865 to 1894, when he removed to Cincinnati. Colonel Cadle took 
an active interest in the organization of the Grand Army of the 
Republic and served as recording secretary of the Army of the 
Tennessee from its inception. At the time of his death he was com- 
mander-in-chief of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion and 
president of the Ohio society of the Sons of the Revolution. He 
served as chairman of the Shiloh National Military Park Commis- 
sion and largely through his efforts the old battlefield was trans- 
formed into a government military park and a memorial shaft 


erected. 
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Isaac S. StRUBLE was born near Fredericksburg, Virginia, ore 
ber 3, 1843; he died at Le Mars, Iowa, February pl ae Zs a 
his parents removed with their family to Ohio where they re me 
until 1857, when they came to lowa and settled on wea x near wis 
City. Mr. Struble received his early education in the pair nee 
schools of Ohio and Iowa. When eighteen years of age he en hs 
in Company F, Twenty-second Iowa Infantry, and was in mer 
service throughout the war, participating in the battles of Por 
Gibson, siege of Vicksburg, siege of Jackson, Miss., and Cedar 
Creek, Va. He was mustered out July 25, 1865. In 1866 he went 
to St. Louis and spent a year in the wholesale house of J. H. 
Teasdale & Co. Returning to Iowa he studied law at the State 
University and was admitted to the bar in 1870. He practiced in 
Polo, Illinois, for two years, removing in 1872 to Le Mars, where 
he maintained his residence until his death. He was elected to 
the Forty-eighth Congress in 1882 from the Eleventh Iowa district, 
and re-nominated by acclamation for three succeeding terms. He 
occupied a prominent position on various committees, especially on 
the committee on territories. As chairman of that committee in 
the Fifty-first Congress he took active part in matters pertaining 
to the organization of the territory of Oklahoma and the admission 
to the union of Idaho and Wyoming. At the conclusion of his 
service in congress he resumed the practice of law and other business 
enterprises in Le Mars. 


JOSEPH ErrorckK was born in Hungary, February 238, 1838; he 
died at Des Moines, January 8, 1913. He came with his parents to 
America early in 1849, and on May ist of the same year settled in 
Dubuque, Iowa, where he was the first apprentice on the first German 
paper in Iowa. When eighteen years of age he became a school- 
teacher and taught for three years. In 1859 he purchased the Clay- 
ton County Journal, a paper published in Garnavillo, removing it 
a year later to Elkader, where he continued its publication until 
1872. He enlisted on November 18, 1862, in Company E, Ninth 
Iowa Infantry, but was discharged for disability after a few months’ 
service. In 1868 he established the North Iowa Herald at Elkader 
which he published for one year. He left the Republican party in 
1872 to join the ranks of the Greeley party, and was a delegate to 
the convention in Cincinnati which nominated Greeley for the 
presidency on the Liberal ticket, and was a prominent advocate 
and organizer of the Greeley party in Iowa. In 1873 he was appointed 
by Governor Carpenter commissioner to the World’s Fair at Vienna. 
Upon his return he affiliated with the Democratic party and in 1874 
removed to Des Moines and became the editor and publisher of the 
Staats-Anzeiger that he might promulgate his ideas of personal 
liberty and democracy among the Germans in Iowa. In 1878 he was 
Democratic candidate for Auditor of State, but was defeated by 
Buren R, Sherman. He was the author of the History of Clayton 
County, published in 1872, History of the Germans in Iowa, pub- 


lished in 1900, and while editing the German Staats-Anzei 

; - ger pub- 
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CarRL WILHELM VON CoELLN was born in Westphalia, Germany, 
August 31, 1830; he died at his home in New London, Iowa, April 20, 
1913. He attended the public schools in his native town, later the’ 
gymnasium at Hereford and the University of Bonn. He served 
one year in the German army. In 1855 he emigrated to the United 
States, taking passage in a sailing vessel which reached New York 
after a voyage of fifty-two days. He soon removed to Ohio where 
he spent one year on a dairy farm and five years teaching in 
private schools and academies in Ashtabula, Trumbull and Summit 
counties. In 1861 he removed to Des Moines and taught in the 
public schools six months and then opened an academy in Cascade, 
Dubuque county. He was professor of mathematics in Iowa Col- 
lege, Grinnell, for seven years, and then removed to Kidder, Mis- 
souri, where he remained a year and a half, coming back to Iowa 
to teach in the Waterloo public schools. From 1876 to 1882 Mr. 
von Coelln served as state superintendent of public instruction. At 
the expiration of his public work he taught at Denison, and later 
was in the employ of D. Appleton & Co., publishers of school books. 
In 1892 he removed to Storm Lake where he served as professor of 
mathematics in Buena Vista College for four and a half years and 
then retired from active life for a number of years. From 1902 to 
1904 Mr. von Coelln served as county superintendent of schools in 
Crawford county. In the spring of 1904 he removed to New London 
and entered the newspaper field as editor of the Farmer-Times and 
continued in that position until his death. He always took an 
active interest in the educational affairs of the State, framed many 
of the school laws now in force, and was known as the “father of 
the Iowa school laws.” He served as president of the school board 
of New London and was an able editor. 


JosHua Monror SHAFFER was born in Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania, September 13, 1830; he died at Keokuk, Iowa, March 25, 
1913. He entered Washington and Jefferson College at the age of 
thirteen years, and graduated in 1848 with the degree of A. B. In 
1849 he began the study of medicine with his brother, John E. 
Shaffer, at Elizabeth, and attended lectures at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He came to Iowa in 1852, locating in Fairfield, where 
he practiced medicine, In 1862 the honorary degree of M. D. was 
conferred upon him by the State University of Iowa. He became 
interested in the organization of the Iowa State Agricultural Society 
in 1853, and served as secretary in 1854 and 1855 and again from 
1863 to 1873. -In 1863 he was appointed surgeon of the board of 
enrollment for the First Congressional District of Iowa, and exam- 
ined over five thousand men preparatory to their admission to the 
army. He was appointed commissioner from Iowa to the Paris 
Exposition in 1867, but as no expense fund was provided by the 
State he resigned. He was Senator from Jefferson county in the 
Ninth and Ninth extra General Assemblies. In 1874 he removed to 
Keokuk to act as secretary of the Iowa Life Insurance Company, 
and held that position as long as the Company existed. During 
the years 1876 and 1877 he lectured at the Keokuk College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. Dr. Shaffer was a lifelong student of 
natural history and made numerous large collections. His collec- 
tion of birds shows his skill as a taxidermist and he was well known 
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by authorities on natural history throughout the United States. He 
was also deeply interested in the history of Iowa and the West, 
and rendered great assistance in the collection and preservation of 
early historical data. He was an especial adviser and supporter of 
the founder of the Historical Department of Iowa. In politics he 
was a Republican and attended the first Republican convention in 
the State, which was held at Fairfield. He was a member of the 
Fremont Voters’ Association. 


W J McGee was born near Dubuque, Iowa, April 17, 1853; he 
died at Washington, D. C., September 4, 1912. Except for three 
or four terms in the public schools he was self-educated. In his 
earlier years he patented some agricultural implements, studied 
and practiced land surveying, read law and wrote for local papers. 
In 1875 he commenced the study of Indian mounds and relies in 
Iowa and Wisconsin. In 1877 he began a geological and topograph- 
ical map of his own and neighboring counties, which he expanded 
the following year to include 17,000 square miles in northeastern 
Iowa. This work was done entirely at his own expense and was 
published in 1891 in the Eleventh Annual Report of the U. S. 
Geological Survey. In 1878 he published geological and anthropo- 
logical papers in the. American Journal of Science and in the Pro- 
ceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science. In 1881 he examined and reported upon the building 
stones of Iowa. In the following year he became connected with 
the U. S. Geological Survey, his first work being a report upon 
the extinct lakes of Nevada and California. Later he was given 
charge of the coastal plain surveys in the eastern and southern 
states. In 1886 he went upon the ground and made a study of 
the Charleston earthquake, immediately after its occurrence. Upon 
the organization of the Geological Society of America in 1888 he 
became its editor, continuing in that capacity for four years. He 
also edited the National Geographic Magazine for a number of 
years. From 1893 to 1903 he was Ethnologist in charge of the 
Bureau of American Ethnology, during which time he explored 
Tiburon Island, making report on the savage tribe there never 
before studied. This position he resigned in 1903 to become Chief 
of the Department of Anthropology at the St. Louis Exposition. 
After 1907 he was a member of the U. S. Inland Waterways Com- 
mission. His geological maps of the United States and New York, 
published in 1885 and 1892 are standards, and his personal geo- 
logical surveys formed the basis for the mapping of over 300,000 
square miles. The National Cyclopedia of American Biography 
states: ‘He formulated the method of correlation among geologic 
formations by homogeny or identity of origin; developed a natural 
or genetic classification of geology * * *; and did much to develop 
and was the first to apply the principles of geomorphy, or that 
branch of geology which deals with land forms.” His publications 
_include Pleistocene History of Northeastern Iowa, Geology of Chesa- 
peake Bay, Lafayette Formation, Potable Waters of Eastern United 
States, Siouan Indians, Primitive Trephining in Peru, Seri Indians, 
Primitive Numbers, numerous scientific memoirs, and over three 
hundred articles. An extended biographical account will be pub- 
lished later, from the pen of Dr, Charles Keyes. 


